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A Religious Paper of the above name is to be 
pra Ad yy ph city, by an Association of 
Gentlemen. lS ca nergy Se dignes 
especially , to promote ( Vi Religion, 
eres thon, che nee: ascendameed 
embraced generally by those who are denominated 
Calvinists. No peadsaaie efforts will 
rendering it an interesting medium 
telli —we of the 
i and whose heart’s desire and prayer to Gop is, 
sinners may be saved. 
bi alee od for the discussion of such sub- 
jects as relate 


is 
to Revivals of Religion; particularly 
as respects their tron Rs. = oF on the 
Church, and on the world—the means of promoting 
them—the various oe ngiaes either preventing, em- 
barrassing, or effectually terminating 
pular prejudices and objections against 
ments, dc, &c. 
ith regard to doctrinal character, this pepet 
stands pledged for decision both in defining and de- 
ing those truths which are of vital importance, 
‘in order to the safety and enlargement of the Church. 
Such controversial discussions as tend to elicit the 
truth, if clothed in the language of kindness, and 
temperately conducted, will meet with a cordial re- 


po- 
such excite- 


on. 

Besides sustaining these two prominent features, 
the Evangelist 1s devoted to all such Religious 
Intelligence as shall be furnished in the i 

ity of the various institutions whi 

nevolence has brought into action. It will advocate 
fearlessly, the Bible, Tract, Missionary, Education, 
buth, and Sabbath Schoo! Institu- 


Temperance, Sab! 
tions. : 
For such a paper, there have been frequent and 
imperious demands, oneal 
‘the church which have been favoured with ‘‘ seasons 
of refreshing fromthe presence of the Lord.” In an- 
swering these demands, the Evangelist contemplates 
a field of usefulness, interesting, and to a great de- 
unoccupied. 
ith these objects in view, the conductors of this 
. » without intending to interfere with other Re- 
igious Journals, most devoutly hope, that their efforts 
will be conducive to the enlargment of Christ’s King- 
dom ; and be greatly instrumental of ushering in that 
rious era of Revivals, when ‘‘a nation shall be 
mm ina day.” 
Cle mn and others will confer a special favour 
ine ing such original communications as com- 
port with the character of this paper. 
New York, March 1, 1830. 
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DOCTRINAL DEPARTMENT. 


" ‘For the Evangelist. 
Nature cf Sin. 

From the views of free agree which the New 
Haven theologians have adopted, as importing a 
power to a gtven act and its opposite, it follows 
that ae ts sinful but sin; and nothing is pro- 
perly called sin but sinning, i. e. actual “ trans- 
et of the law” of God, or doing wrong. 

en we speak of sin as consisting only in action, 
we do not mean simply outward visible conduct, 
such as stealing, lying, murder, and the like ; 
but include both the external act and the inward 
intention, all that is voluntary about a man’s con- 
duct or course of life; all the wrong which he 
does when he might have done otherwise. This 
of course includes sin of heart and life—sins in 
“thought, word, and deed—sins of omission ‘and 
commission. It excludes all the created proper- 
ties of man, all which pertains to his constitution 
as an accountable agent, all which God made in 
mar. 

The New Haven divines have denied that 
mankind are born sinners. They find no dé. 
claration in the Bible, which when interpreted as 
other parts of the Bible-are interpreted, teaches 
that mankind are born sinners. And they cer- 
tainly cannot believe it on any lower authority 
than a plain and express testimony of scripture. 
For it is contrary to first principles, to charge 
mankind with any sin in being born; because 
they could not help it. 
which they are guilty in being born, as it is not 
voluntary, must Be inherent. i speak now on the 
principles of those who muintain that mankind 
are born sinners. And if sin is inherent, without 
any act of their own, it must be inherent either in 

' the body, or in the soul, or must result from the 
union of soul and body. Now the scriptures ex- 
pressly teach that God makes the body, and the 
soul of man, and unites them together. If there 
is any Wrong in it, therefore, it cannot be a man’s 
own wrong, for he did not do it. It can be the 
ne oe no-other being but God, for he did it. 
We think this is expressly making God the au- 
thor of sin. 

The idea that God made us, is fundamental to 
every religious exercise. The original religious 
inquiry is, where is God, my Maxer? That is 
the being on whom we are , and whom 
we are bound to worship. If God did not make 
us, soul and body, as we came into the world, all 
we are, til! we make ourselves sinners, I see not 
how.we are eyer tv have any religious feelings 


towards him. 
There is another thought on this point, worthy 
everlasting 





of consideration. Ali sm deserves 
i nt in hell, « The wages of sin is death. 
w if mankind are born sinners, they deserve to 
be sent to perdition as soon as they are born, be. 
fore they have done any thing at all. But they 
have then nothing in them, which God has not 
given them. Of course, if they are. lost, God 
punishes them forever, for that which he himself 


gave them. ; 
As far as I have observed in conversation, I 
think those who hold that mankind are born sin. 


this age of 


in those sections of 


And further, the sin of 
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NEW 


ners, do not mean it in this sense, that they de- 
serve everlasting punishment for being born, or 
that God creates men sinners, and then punishes 
them for it. Accordi' I donot find that those 
people who hold the ine, are willing to ad- 
mit that infants, all or any, are lost, without ac- 
tual sin. ‘They suppose that they are saved, in 
some way, they cannot very well tell how, by 
Christ. But God has no where said that he will 
save them, any or all, through Christ. Those who 
are saved through Christ, are saved by faith. 
Who preaches the gospel to infants, as the ob- 
ject of faith ? . 

The very fact that all whe hold to birth sin, 
immediately invent some remedy, shows that the 
human mind instinctively shrinks from the idea 
of making them transgressors without any agency 
of their own, and punishing them for the sin of 

ing born. . 

The prevailing difficulty in _poojie’s minds, in 
regard to giving up the idea of birth sin, seems 
to be this. If mankind are not all born sinne-s, 
they do not see how we can be sure that they all 
become sinner. But the answer is, that God, 
who sees the end from the beginning, knows the 
certainty, and has revealed it to us, for our faith. 
Of course we know it is so, that all mankind sin, 
as soon and as long as they are capable of sin- 
ning, except as renewed by sovereign grace. 

ides, as all mankind are born substantially 
alike, the same things, in their nature and cir- 
cumstances, which lead a part to sin, lead all to 
sin. “For there is no difference.” And if still 
any cannot see how or why, they should al! sin, 
and destroy themsélves, they can at least believe 
= fact upon the testimony of Him who cannot 
ie. 

There is one other difficulty sometimes sug- 
gested. People say, every effect must have a 
cause. Sin must have a cause. And the cause 
of sin must be sinful. And this can be no 
other than a sinful nature, with which men are 
born. “The cause of evil choices,” says Dr. 
Green, “is a moral corruption existing in the 
soul.” But then the question recurs, what was 
the cause of the first sinful choice that ever took 
place in the universe? Holy Adam sinned, and 
many of the holy angels. Their first sin was 
the choice of disobedience. What was the 
cause? Had they a previous “ moral corruption 
existing in the soul?” ‘This whole argument is 
one of philosophy and metaphysics, as «much so 
on one side as on the other. The question is, 
which philosophy is the true one ; that whichholds 
men +o be born with a sinful. nature, and thus 
viriually holds that men are sinners as God made 
them, when the Bible says “‘God made man up- 
right ;” or that which ascribes all the guilt and 
blame of man’s sin to his own free and wicked 
choice, doing wrong when he-might have done 


, | Otherwise. 
£}y,So for as s the scripture argument goes, we have 
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are to be judged from those.principles in which 
they agree; and that they do not, as a class, hold 
‘that “ God creates men with a sinful nature, and 
then punishes them for it; nor any other doctrine 
which by fair inference involves this. And since 
that refutation, the bas not been repeated 
by the Unitarians. They kftow now, that ortho- 
doxy, as such, ineludes no stich principle. They 
are silenced, and dare not repeat the pag 


For the Evangelist. 
THE POWER OF PRAYER. 
James v.16. The effectual, ent prayer of a 
righteous man hk much. 

The apostle affirmed that 
described, offered by a ri yug man, availeth much. 
But who is a righteous man! * T answer, the man of 
faith: evén as “ Abraham believed God, and it (his 


le prayer, which he 


ness.” This kind of prayer ig “the prayer of faith ;”” 
for God requires no other er. Some may be 
anxious to know how much prayer will avail; 
and as the scriptures furnish the “true answer, I will 
referthe inquirer to such instgnees as are left on re- 
cord, for our instruction. The cases which I shall 
name are those, where the pe » or persons, did 
ray for particular things, h those particulars 
not been specified in any ptamise of God, recorded 

in the Bible. 

The servant, whom Abraham sent to take a wife for 
Isaac, (Gen. xxiv. 12—60.) pi for a particular 
thing—that a person doing thus and so, might be the 
woman appointed for Isaac’s wife. Before he had 
done s ing, his prayer to be answered ; and, 
on the morning of the next @ay¥,tie cuimmenced his 
journey homeward, carrying | kah with him. 

But Rebekah proved barren: (Gen. xxv. 21.) and 
“‘Tsaac entreated the Lord for his wife, because she 
was barren: and the Lord was @ntreated of him, and 
Rebekah his wife conceived.” Isaac prayed for a 
particular thing, and God gaye‘him the very thing he 
asked. At that time none of the promises were 
written, nor were they written) for some ages after. 
Moses was the first writer of the promises of God ; 
and he records no specific premise which Isaac, or 
his father’s servant, had to , a8 a reason why 
their petition should be gran They might plead 
the general promise made not then written) 
to Abraham. We know of #0 other that they could 
plead ; and that specified ef the particulars con- 
cerning Isaac’s wife, her ness, conception, or 
any thing else concerning h She, as an individual, 
is not even hinted at, in.any of the promise; yet 
Isaac, and the servant prayed, each for a particular 
thing; and God granted the! yery things for which 


they prayed. 

When Jacob was on his 
afraid of his brother Esau, 
thing (Gen. xxxii. 9—32-) tha 
him and his from the of Esau: and he had 
power with God and with ; and did prevail. 
God granted just what Jacob$sked ; and changed his 
name to Israel, because he prevailed in prayer. Yet 
God had not previously p ised, in particular, to 
grant him that particular rance. e may say, 
It was implied in a general wo 
deal well with him; and this con- 


to Canaan, and was 
prayed for a particular 
God would deliver 





that hoids to prove evangelical princi ; one 
who has no odaispedli with New fovet cn who 
is strenuously claimed on the other side. Ina 
letter in the Quarterly Christian Spectator for 
March, 1830, he says, “ According to my views 
of Ps. li. 5, an accurace transiation would take 
the passage quite out of the limits of the present 
war a Such ‘a jth te is as follows: 

» I was brought h in iniquity, in sin 
did my mother conceive me. The iniquity in 
question applies to her that brought him forth, 
and not to the child that was produced.— 
The parallel line in the latter part of the verse, 
shows that the first part is to be so construed. 
What the Psalmist means to say, is that he was 
not only a great sinner himself, but that he was 
born of one who was also asinner. It is the 
natural language of deep humility. 

“The passage in Ps. lviii. 3, viz: ‘The wicked 
are estranged from the womb ; they go astray as 
soon as they be born, spzaKING Liss,’ is well 
adapted to show what excessive use has been 

e of language of this nature, by those who 
were pressing it into the service of some favorite 


theory. 

«Phat which is born of the flesh, is flesh.” 
“By nature children of wrath.” “All that I 
tan perceive to be decided by these passages, or 
by any others like them, is simply this, viz: that 
men in a state of nature, (which means an unre- 
generate state, a state the opposite of a gracious 
or renewed state,) are carnal, and children of 
wrath. Who that believes in the depravity of 
unrenewed men, will doubt this? But then how 
can we gather from this, at what time depravity 
commences? The apostle Paul has told us, that 
itis not before birth. Rom ix. 2. Have any of 
the apostles or sacred writers told us definitely, 
how soon after birth it begins? I can only say, 
that I do not find anv decision of this nature.” 

Thus this learned writer removes the scripture 
difficulties, and leaves this whole subject to the 
decision of the common sense, or uniform and un- 
biassed judgment of mankind. 

I will only remark further, on this subject, that 
the defenders of evangelical truth are always 
obliged to take this ground, in their argument 
with opposers. The Unitarians, a few years ago, 
undertook to represent it as a part of the ortho- 
dox faith, that “God creates men with a sinful 
nature, and then punishes them for it.” And 
there is no way of evading this charge, if we hold 
that mankind are born sinners, or born with a 
sinful nature. For it is an unquestionable truth 
that men ate born just as God creates. them, and 
with just the nature that he gives them. They are 
not sinners until they actually tran the law 
of God, in heart or life; in thought, word, or 
deed; by sin of omission or of commission. This 
they invariably do as soon as they are capable of 
it, at the commencement of their moral exis- 
tence, with the first accountable act.. For this, 
when done, they are justly liable to eternal ape. 
ishment, proportioned to the aggravation of the 
offence. And from the just punishment of trans. 
gressior, they can obtain deliverance only by the 
exercise of repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Unitarian reviler was ably answered, and 
silenced, on this , that whatever individuals 
may have said or thought, the orthodox, as a class, 





fAPLURE if rnd prowtises, W 
and eternal as the wants of men. Previous to this, 
Abraham uttered one short prayer for the son of the 
bond woman, saying, “ O that Ishmael may live before 
thee!” And God answered him upon the spot, say- 
ing, “*As forishmael I have heard thee.” Neither 
had this been specified in any preceding promise. 

When the Lord sent the ten plagues on Egypt, 
and Pharaoh requested Moses te pray that this, that, 
and the other plagues might be removed, Moses, in 
each case, prayed for a particular thing; and, in 
every instance, the particular thing for which he 
prayed, was granted. So, when he prayed, saying, 
“1 beseech thee, show me thy glory,” (Exod. xxxin. 
18.) God promised that he walla 30 it; and (Exod. 
xxxiv. 6.) he fulfilled the promise. Likewise, when 
Moses prayed for Israel (Num. xiv. 19, 20.) saying, 
‘* Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquities of this peo- 
ple,” the Lord answered, immediately, saying, ‘1 
have pardoned according to thy word.” In all these 
cases, Moses prayed for particular things: and in 
each case, the precise thing he asked for was granted. 
In the last case, he prayed particularly that the 
sins of a nation might be pardoned ; and, on the very 
spot, the Lord declared he had done it according to 

word of Moses. 

1 Chron. iv. 10. ‘And Jabez called on the 
God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless 
me indeed, and enlarge my ¢c3st; and that thine hand 
might be with ine, and that thou wouldest keep me 
from evil, that it — not grieve me! And God 
gtanted him that which he requested.” This prayer 
of Jabez was particular. He named the very things 
he wished for, and God granted those very things. 
Yet we read of no foregoing promise, in which those 
particular things had been named. 

Hannah was barren (1 Sam. i. 2—28.) for a time; 
but, after the birth of Samyel,-she said to Eli, “ For 
this child I preyed, and the Lord hath given me my 
petition, which I asked of him.” This was very par- 
ticular ; but Hannah had no promise to plead, in which 
the birth of Samuel was recorded ; at least none such 
is left on record. (1 Sam. xii.17, 18.) Samuel said, 
“T will call unto the Lord, and he shall send thunder 
and rain. So Samuel called unto the Lord, and he 
sent thunder and rain that day.” This too, is par- 
ticular. But before I named it, I ought to have 
stated the case of Samson. (Judges xvi. 28, 30.) 
“And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O 
Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen 
me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may 
be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two 
eyes. So Samson said, Let me die with the Philis- 
tines. And he bowed himself with all his might, and 
the house fell upon the lords,and upon all the people 
that were therein. So the dead, which he slew at 
his death, were more than they which he slew in his 
life.” I might also have taken notice of 1 Sam. 
vii. 9, 10. “And Samuel cried unto the Lord for Is- 
rael, and the Lord heard him;—the Lord thundered 
with a great thunder, on that day, upon the Philis- 
tines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten 
before Israel.’ 
2Sam.xv.31. “And one told David, saying, Ahi- 
thophel is among the conspirators with Absalom; and 
David said, O Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel of 
Ahithophel into foolishness.” At. this time, David 
was under a severe rebuke from heaven. His prayer 
was very short, and very particular. The one only 
thing for which David prayed, was not named in any 
recorded promise. But, in the 17th chapter, the an- 
swer is recorded. God did so, “turn the counsel of 
Ahithophel into foolishness,” that he hastened home 
and himself: ‘forthe Lord had appointed to 
defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel.” 

2 Chron. xiv. 11. When Zerah, the Ethiopian, 
came against Judah with a million of soldiers, “ Asa 
eried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it 
is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or 
with them that have no power: help us, O Lord our 
God ; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against 
this multitude. O Lord, thou art our G 





faith, or belief’) was counted wato him for righteous- | ho 
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man prevail against thee.” He soon received the 
answer; for, in the next verse, we read, ‘‘ So the Lord 
smote the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah : 
they were destroyed before the Lord, and before his 
host.” 2 Chron. xviii. 31. When the Syrian cap, 
tains encompassed Jehoshaphat, to fight with him, 
he “cried out, and the Lord helped him; and God 
moved them to depart from him.”’ ‘At another time, 
when the Moabites, Amonites, and others, came 
Judah, Jehoshaphat prayed against them. (2 
ron. xx. 1—30.) The Lord answered him imme- 
diately, by a prophet. He also destroyed that great 
company before Jehoshaphat and Judah, so that they 
had no fighting to do. The very things for which he 
prayed were done, and dene epeedil. 

2 Kings 19th chapter. When-Sennacherib and his 
people invaded Judah, and blasphemed the God of 

eaven, Isaiah and Hezekiah prayed against them ; 
and the Lord sent an angel into the Assyrian army, 
who slew one hundred and eighty-five thousand. 
Sennacherib, and the residue off his army, returned 
home in disgrace ; and his own sons slew him, in his 
idol temple. About the same time, Hezekiah was 
mortally sick ; but he prayed unto the Lord; and the 
Lord spareé him, healed him; and added fifteen years 
to his life. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 13: When Manasseh, 
one of the most wicked kings that ever lived, was in 
captivity, he besought the Lord his God, and hum- 
bled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 
and he prayed unto him; and he wae entreated of 
him, and heard his suppiication, and brought him 
again to Jerusajem into his kingdom.” 

James vy. 17,18. “Elias was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it 
might not rain; and it rained not on the earth by the 
space of three years and six moriths ; and he prayed 
again, and the heavens gave rain.” So, when the 
widow’s son was dead, he prayed for the restoration 
of its life, saying, “O Lord my God, I pray thee, let 
this child’s soul come into him again: and the Lord 
heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child 
came into him again, and he revived.” So (1 _—- 
xviii. 37.) when he would convince the peore that the 
Lord is God, by an answer of fire from heaven, having 
prepared his sacrifice, he cried to the Lord, and the 
Lord sent fire; and burned up the sacrifice, water, 
altar, and all. 

Read 2 Kings, chap.6. When “ Elisha prayed unto 
the .Lord, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, 
with blindness: he smote them with blindness, ac- 
cording to the word of Elisha: and when “ Elisha 
said, Lord, open the eyes of these men that they may 
see ; the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw.” So, 
when Elisha prayed for his servant, “and said, Lord, 
I pray thee open his eyes, that he may see ; the Lord 
opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw.” 

hen the saine Elisha (see 2 Kings iv. 32—35.) 
prayed the Lord to raise the son of the Shunamite, 
it was done. When Ezra, and other Jews, were 
about to commence their journey from Babylon to 
Jerusalem (see Ezra viii. 21—23.) he was ashamed to 
ask of the king horsemen and soldiers, to help them 
against the enemy, because they had told the king 
that the hand of God was upon all that seek him, for 
good, and against his enemies. Ezra therefore pro- 
claimed a fast, and they sought of God a right way 
for them. He closed the account in -the following 
wosds: “So we fasted, and besought our God for 
this: and he was entreated of us.” hen Nehemiah 
was about to ask permission of the Persian king to 
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servant this day, and grant him mercy In the sight of 
this man:”? and the Lord answered his pcayer that 
very day, and disposed the heart*of the king to grant 
him all he asked. I may add, as far as we have any 
account, the king was his constant friend, from that 
day forward. 

When Nebuchadnezzar was about to destroy all 
the wise men of Babylon, because they would not 
tell his forgotten dream (Dan. ii. 14—23.) Daniel 
gained a little respite from the king, and went and 
told Hananiah, Mishael, und Azariah. He requested 
them to “desire mercies of the God of heaven con- 
cerning this secret.’ ‘ Then-was the secret revealed 
to Daniel in a bright vision.” The precise thin 
named as the subject of prayer, was granted: an 
the thing was done speedily. When the Lord threat- 
ened judgment after judgment, upon Israel, Amos, 
chap. 7.) said, ““O Lord God, cease, I beseech thee: 
by whom shall Jaceb arise; for he is small. The 
Lord repented for this: this, also, shall not be, saith 
the Loid.”’ 

Acts ix.40. When Peter would raige a dead body, 
he “kneeled down and prayed; and turning to the 
body, said, Tabitha, arise.” The thing was imme- 
diately done. Peter and John prayed that the Holy 
Ghost might be given to the Samaritans: (Acts viil. 
15—17.) “Then laid they their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Ghost.” God gave just what 
they asked for. (Acts chap, 12.) Peter was appre- 
hended, and put in prison, and kept there ;- ‘ but 

rayer Was made without ceasing, of the church, for 
fo :”? and it was ‘uot long before the Lord sent an 
angel to liberate Peter. 
ow, Mr. Editor, I have given a fair illustration of 
the power of prayer, “ the prayer of faith,’’ by quoting 
scripture history. This is God’s testimony, not mine. 
These are facts, and they are “ stubborn things.’’ 
have run through a space of almost two thousand 
years. I have selected praying people of nearly 
every condition in life. Their requests have been 
articular. ‘The particular things prayed for, have 
en almost as many and various, as the numbers and 
conditions of the persons that prayed. Matrimony, 
the birth of children, enlargement of coast, destruc- 
tion of enemies, sending plagues and removing them, 
healing the sick, lengthening of life, restoration from 
captivity, drought and rain, deliverance from prison, 
defeating a shrewd politician, death, resurrection, and 
the pardon of other men’s sins, and the gift of the 
Holy Ghost to others, are among the subjects of 
prayer. Kings and princes, common people and ser- 
vants, are among the petitioners. Each prayer was 
specific, naming a particular _— or dings Th 
every thing, the Lord answered. In every case, he 
bestowed the particular thing, or things, prayed for. 
In most instances, the petitioners had no specific pro- 
mise to plead; no promise, in which those individual 
things, tor which they air Aen were identified, or even 
hinted at. Thus the Lord has ee 
through a long succession of ages, that he will do all 
things, whatsoever, which his people ask in the name 
of Jesus—which they ask in faith. God himself has 
decided this question, and settled it for ever, both by 
word and deed: and there is now, no room for a 
reasonable doubt, on the subject. Duty and privile 
bind every man to believe this truth, that God will, 
invariably, answer the prayer of faith, by giving, pre- 
cisely, the thing, or ee at for which his children 
pray, in faith—for which they ask in Jesus’ name. It 
cannot now be a light thing to raise objections to this 
doctrine; certainly it cannot, unless the objector be 
really ignorant, and raise objections, as difficulties, 
which are insuperable to him, and which he sincerely 
wishes to have removed. The times of this ignorance 
God once winked at ; but he now commands all men, 
every where, to repent. Yet such is the state of 
things that, doubtless, many will object: for ‘it has 
become a common thing to do it. One objection 
which is likely to be made, is the following; and it 
has been often made. Many of the answers to 
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prayer which have been cited, were miraculons. 
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To this, I reply, I know they are; and this is one 
reason why I selected them. But I ask, How does 
this invalidate the doctrine that God will give the 
very thing we ask in Jesus’ name? I have conned, 
and sconned, and we'ghed this objection over, and 
over, and over again; and I do not yet see how it 
goes to prove that the testimony of God is untrue; 
nor do I yet see how it proves that Godgvill not be- 
stow, invariably, on his people, every particular thing 
they ask of him, in faith, and in the name of Christ. 
Can any body tell me how! If so, 1 ask him to do 
it—-to do it clearly, thoroughly, and beyond all con- 
tradiction. To me it appears that the fact that many 
of those answers to prayer were miraculous, goes far, 
to prove that God will give his people every thing 
which they ask, believing—which. they ask in the 
name of Christ. I ask, will he counteract the very 
laws of nature, and suspend the operation of his ¢s- 
tablished laws, that he may answer the prayer of faith, 
and give his children what they ask, for his sake! 
He has done it. He has done it through very many 

s. This cannot be denied by any, who believe the 
Bible is from God. Has he done all this? Yes: and 
will he not bestow things as his people ask, when it 
can be done without miracle? Will he do the greater 
thing? and is he not willing to do the lesser? Has 
he wrought many miracles, in answer to prayer? and 
will he not answer when it can be done in accordance 
with the regular course of nature, and in the ordinary 
course of Providence? The supposition is wholly 
inzdmiesible ; for he has declared that he will do what 
his’ children ask. He has answered their specific 

rayer of faith, both with, and without, miracle; and 

is word, and honor, and power, are pledged to do it 

ain,—to do it whenever his children claim the ful- 
filment of his promise in Jesus’ name, 

Indeed, if God do not mean to answer prayer, why 
does he command us to pray? If he do not mean 
to answer particular prayer, in a particular manner, 
why does he stmaaek us to pray for particular things? 
If he will not give us daily bread, in answer to our 
prayer, why does he command us to pray for daily 

read? If he do not intend to heal the sick in an- 
swer to prayer, why does he command us to pray for 
their healing? If he will not save our souls in an- 
swer to our prayer, when offered in faith, in the name 
of Jesus, why does he command us to pray for our 
own salvation? If he does not intend that his king. 
dom shall come, in answer to the prayer of faith, why 
does he command us to pray, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come ?” 
If he-do not mean to grant the very thing we ask, 
why does he command us to prey, ‘lead us not into 
temptation,—watch and / pray lest ye enter into 
temptation?” If he will‘not forgive, in “answer to 
ptayer, why does he say, pray after this manner, 
“‘ forgive us our debts as we Senive our debtors 7” 

Finally, in closing this sheet, I will appeal to the 
common sense of Christians. Your friend is sick. 
Why do you pray that he may be restored? why do 
yee ask your minister and the church to pap for his 

ife? Is it because you think God will do what you 
ask, if you ask aright; Or is it because you think he 
will not? You have an impenitent relative, and are 
concerned for the salvation of his soul. You may 
pray much for him. If you know an individual, who 
is spiritual, and a — of much prayer, you ask him 
to pray for your relative. But why all this? Is it be- 
cause you think God will save souls, in enswer to 
“the prayer of faith?” Or is it because you think 
he will not? he land 
| _Again, a pinching drought has overspread oo 4 
one end of the land to the other, to pray for ’ os 
it because they think God will send rain, in answer to 
mania prayer? Or is it because they think he will 
not, 

A revival is begun in a particular congregation. 
Christians have become deeply interested in it. They 
are much concerned for the salvation of sinners. Why 
do they spend so much time in the closet, in the little, 
social, praying circle—in the prayer meeting? Is it 
because they think God will save sinners in answer 
to the prayer of faith? Oris it because they think 
he will not? And why does this common sense 
trample theories, upon theories, under foot ? K. 











For the Evangelist. 
LETTERS ON REVIVALS—Addressed to a Clergyman. 
LETTER V. 
; Means of Revivals. 

Reverend and dear sir—In my last I entered 
on an interesting part of our subject, the means 
of revivals. Pursuing the same branch, I re. 
mark : 

Il. Prayer is a very important and indispensable 
means of revivals. 

It is unnecessary for me to give a formal 
definition of prayer, or to mention the parts into 
which it has been divided. I shall notice some 
of those things only, which, in my view, have 
the most important bearing on revivals of religion. 

In order to offer that prayer which prevails 
with God, 

1. Christians must pray in humility. 

When they spread forth their supplicating 
hands to God, with the request that divine grace 
may enrich their hearts, that the consolations of 
religion may cheer their souls, that they may be 
useful in God’s service, and may ripen for hea- 
ven, and receive at last a crown of glory ; that 
Zion may be built up, sinners converted to God, 
and the whole earth filled with his knowledge and 
goodness: they should have a deep and affecting 
sense that they are utterly unworthy of such favors 
at the hand of God, utterly unworthy to be em- 
pores as the instruments of extending Christ’s 

ingdom, and of saving souls from eternal ruin. 
They should feel that it is entirely of divine 
grace that they are permitted, by their prayers 
and exertions, to obtain these blessings for them- 
selves or their fellow men. And this 

2. That they should pray in the name of Christ. 

They are so-unworthy, so inefficient in them. 
selves, so deserving of God’s wrath, that they 
cannot hope that their prayers will be heard, or 
even that they can approach the Holy One, unless 
they come in the name of Him who has died for 
sinners, and who ever liveth to make intercession 
for his people. For Jesus has said, “No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” In the 
name of Christ then must they approach Jehovah, 
and through his. merits expeet every blessing 
which is bestowed in answer to prayer. 

3. In prayer they must seek the aid of God’s 
Word and Spirit. 

In the Bible they may learn what they are to 
pray for, and how they are to pray. And they 
especially need the teachings of the Holy Spirit, 
by his gracious operations on the heart, that they 
may attain a devotional frame of mind, and a 
spirit of prayer, that they may be directed to pray 
for those things which are agreeable. to God's will, 
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should feel this that they may be hum¥le, fervent, 
d persevering in prayer, and that they may be 
prepared to receive with gratitude, the gracious 
answer of their God. 
5. They should be very fervent in their prayers. 


, 


_ [sit not true that the people of God often have 


litt ingy;ardor, and energy, so much cold- 
mess, and indifference, so much unconcern whe- 
ther God hears them or not, that their very prayer 
seems’ to invite a denial? Ah! this is not the 
-way to reach heaven, and draw down blessings 
‘on perishing souls! “ The effectual fervent pray- 
er of the righteous man availeth much.” And 
christians who would offer this prayer forrevivals, 
for the conversion of a sinner, must bring home 
the subject to their hearts in all its immense im- 
portance, till it lie a heavy burden on the soul ; 
till their sympathies are enkindled, their anxieties 
excited, and their ies aroused; till they 
fee] an awful and overwhelming responsibility 
resting upon them, as the instruments of salva- 
tion to others—that if faithful, souls will be saved, 
if unfaithful, Jost for ever !—until they feel for 
ishing sinners that restless agony of soul, that 
shall go with thém wherever they go, and abide 
with them wherever they abide; that shall steal 
away the "refreshings of their food, and sleep, 
and all earthly enjoyments, that shall weigh down 
their spirits, and make them look into the bot- 
-tomless pit, pe eee wort gpcen nae 
its very verge ! t ie: it ny whic 
can find no felief but in the ese aid travail. 
ings of the second birth! When such prayers are 
offered, sinners. are converted—God’s work is 
revived: ‘For as soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children. Shall I bring to the 
birth, and not cause to- bring forth, saith the 
Lord?” ; 
6. They should persevere in prayer. 
He who engages in an earthly enterprise in 
search of caer good, is untiring in his pursuit 
esire 


till he gains the of his heart: and shall 
christians, npr s meg for heavenly, for eter- 
nal , tire and faint? They should continue 


, and perseveringly in prayer, for God 
sometimes withholds for a season the gracious 
answer which he intends to give. He does it 
that his people may realize the value of what they 
ask, that dur may more fully manifest their 
humility and fervor, their faith and submission, 
their determination to persevere, and their zeal 
for his glory, and that they may be prepared to 
receive the answer of ee en the answer 
is deferred, they should feel that their prayer may 
be hindered by something , or something 
wanting,im their desires, er motives, or graces, 
or ent pr: while they should correct what « 
, and supply what is lacking, they shoul 
5 pesto 5 though God seem to hear them not, 
still they should persevere till they gain their re- 
quest; unless they have clear and unequivocal 
proof that they are praying for that which God 
intends not to bestow. How perseveringly did 
Elijah, on Mount Carmel, pray for rain, when his 
servant, sent to watch for the rising cloud, re- 
turned and said, “There is nothing.” “Go 
again, seven times,” said the holy seer, and seven 
times he poured out his soul in prayer, and ob- 
tained his request. How persevering was she of 
Syrophenicia, supplicating in behalf of her daugh- 
ter! When the gracious answer was deferred, 
and many cireumstances seemed to threaten a 
denial, she persevered till Jesus said unto her, 
‘* great is thy faith, be it unto thee, even as thou 
wilt.” “He spake a parable unto them to this 
end, that men ought always to pray, and not 
faint.”—* And shall not God ave his own 
elect, which cry day and night unto him, though 
he bear long with then? I tell you that he will 
—<“e 


ain connection with their prayers, christians 
should put forth through w sup- 
plated nate) ast eae 


works by means. Efforts are generally 
required by God of those who would obtain an 
answer to their prayers. Here many christians 
fail. Many pious parents, who feel and pray 
much for their children, it is feared, neglect those 
efforts which stand connected with the conversion 
of their children, and which would secure it, by 
the grace of God, if they were only put forth! 
Many who feel a deep anxiety, and pray fervently 
fora revival, still neglect the means of God's ap- 
poiniment—means, which if faithfully used, would 
procure a revival! Christians should understand 
and feel that however deep their anxiety, and 
fervent their prayers, they have no right to expect 
a revival without using those means which God 
has placed in their power. ‘This isa point which 
i fear, many christians do not fully understand. 
And this, I apprehend, unfolds one of the great 
seerets why many apparently fervent and perse- 
vering prayers revivals, receive no answer 
from God. These prayers are inefficient, be- 
cause ‘their corr efforts are not put 
forth. To give all the scripture illustrations ‘of 
the connexion between prayer and effort, would 
OES th ses prapain thy thoes 
8. fi prayers they should have a supreme 
Po the glory of God. 
is proper that they should have regard to 
the he of themselves, and of their fellow 
the glory-of God should be preferred 
“earthly good, and they should seck the 
good of themselves and others, in con. 
with this glory. 
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sume them : I will make of thee a great nation !” 
prince to | His regard for the glory of God, connected with 
f mere trifle ? Seay Seige approach the | Israel’s good, was now put to the test. 
King-of Kings,” should feel that they come | jected without delay the offer of earthly great- 
their request is of | ness, and preferred the salvation of Israel, and 
“they pray for the | the glory 
pore, he said, “ Lord, why doth thy wrath wax 


which mortals could |forth, out of the la 
request is granted,jand with a mighty hand? Wherefore should the 

the can be estimated by this only, that it is Egyptians speak, and say, for mischief did he 
side eck of a God of grace. They |bring them out to slay them in the mountains, and 
to consume them from the face of the earth? 
Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this 


that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
dili, 


faith—if they comply with the terms, which he has 
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oses, “¢ Let me alone, that my wrath 
against them, and that I may con- 
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of God. In his intercessions for the 
against thy people, which thou hast brought 
of Egypt, with great power, 


evil against thy people” —“ and the Lord repented 
of the evil which he thought to do unto his peo- 
ple.” By his regard to the divine glory, in this 
prayer, he turned away from Israel the fierce- 
ness,of Jehoyah’s anger, and saved them from a 
desolating destruction! And if christians gene- 
rally felta like regard for God’s glory, how pow- 
erful would be their prayers—how would they 
prevail with God—what tremendous evils would 
they avert from the earth—what immeasurable 
good would they obtain! 

9. They should pray in faith. 

They must believe fully in the existence and 
attributes of God, and his faithfulness to his pro- 
mises. ‘ Without faith it is impossible to please 
him; for he that cometh to God, must believe 


gently seek him.” The institution of prayer, 
the commands and exhortations requiring prayer 
of all men, the promises made, and the answers 
given to prayer, all recorded in the Bible, clearly 
prove that God does intend to answer prayer; 
and that it is the duty of all men fully to believe 
this when they pray; clearly prove that God is 
delighted with “the prayer of faith,” that this is 
the channel which he has opened from heaven to 
earth, through which the rich blessings of pardon 
and salvation, flow down to this perishing world. 

The question may here arise, Ought christians | 
to believe that they shall receive the very things for 
which they pray, and is this faith necessary to ac- 
ceptable prayer? Most certainly they ought to 
believe that they shall receive all things that God 
has promised, in answer to prayer, if they pray in 


proposed. ‘And this is our confidence that we 
have in him, that if we ask any thing according to 
his will, he heareth us, and if we know that he 
hear us whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of him.” Without 
this faith christians cannot claim the promises of 
God; and their prayer will not be answered. 
« But let him ask in faith nothing wavering ; for 
he that wavereth, is like a wave of the sea, driven 
with the wind and tossed—for let not that man 
think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.” 
Ia all cases, where the thing prayed for is not 
evidently embraced in the divine promises, their 
faith should assume the form of confidence, in 
God, and submission to his will, 

My limits will not permit me to enter fully on 
the divine promises, which are large and sure. I 
shall attempt to show, that when a ehurech pray 
in faith for 3 revival, and put forth corresponding 
efforts, the Bible authorizes them to believe fully, 
that they shall receive this blessing 


First. God has promised that in answer to 
ayer, shall obtain a revival in their own 
earts, and that divine assistance which shall 


enable them to pray, and labor successfully for 
a general revival. “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin.” ‘Then shall ye call 
upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and 
I will hearken unto you, and ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search for me, with 
all your heart.” “If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, that giveth to all men libe- 
rally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given 
him.” “If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him.” “Ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may be full.” It is 
the duty of all christians to pray for these things, 
believing that they shall receive them; and if 
they do thus pray, the promise of God renders it 
sure, that they shall have them: and if they do 
receive them, they will have a revival in their 
own souls ; they will no longer be in the way of 
a@ general revival, but will be prepared to labor 
and pray successfully for such a blessing. 

Secondly. Whenever christian ministers and 
churches pray in faith, and use the means for a 
revival, they shall receive this blessing. 

“Thus saith the Lord God: I will yet for this 
be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for 
them ; I willincrease them with men like a flock.” 
“For it is time to seek the Lord, till he come, 
and rain righteousness upon you.” ‘Oh that 
my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel 
had walked in my ways! I should soon have 
subdued their enemies, and turned my hand 
against their adversaries, The haters of the Lord 
should have submitted themselves unto him: but 
their time should have endured for ever,” ‘ For 
as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her 
children. Shall I bring to the birth, and not 
cause to bring forth? saith the Lord.” Do we 
not find in these scriptures, though originally ad- 
dressed to Israel of old, a ral principle, ap- 
plied to particular cases, and which is equally ap- 
plicable to similar cases in every age of the church? 
a general principle embraced in those counsels 
which never change; and which stands as Jeho- 

vah’s pledge, that he will always grant revivals to 
those who seek them through the prayer of faith, 
and christian effort? It is also worthy of remark, 
that those churches which have been favored 
with repeated revivals, do believe and feel that 
whenever they shall pray in faith, and in humble 
dependance on God’s spirit, shall make corres- 
ponding efforts for a revival—they do believe and 
feel, that God will t them a revival: while 
those churches which have had few and very 
limited revivals, have no such belief operating to 
arouse them to prayer and effort. but attempt to 
justify their own coldness and inactivity, by say- 
ing,—on what authority do they say ft !—« We 
must wait God’s time for a revival.” It diminishes 
not the weight of this argument to say, that these 
churches which have often been revived, may 


God and the honor of his| those, who have oft a 
great name, when Israel, at the very foot of the 
mount, had provoked the Holy One to anger, and 
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dlong received an unc- 


ness,may have spiritual 


Ah! how many churches have been left, 


should be built.” 
Although, as I believe, God has revealed that 


he will always send revivals in answer to the 
prayer of faith; still it may be the duty of chris- 
tians, in connexion with revivals, to pray for ma- 
ny things, concerning which they have no specific 


promise, that God will grant them, in answer to 
I remark then, 


10. They should pray in submission to the di- 
will. 


When they pray for a revival, or any other 


thing which God has promised to bestow, in an- 


swer to prayer, they are not called to exercise 
submission, butto pray in faith, and fully expect 
the blessing. But in all cases where they have 
no specific promise, they should feel such a ‘ull 
confidence in God, as cheerfully to submit the 


best. This is only another mode of exercising 
faith in prayer. Titis submission is so far from 
being inconsistent with faith, that it is evidential 
of very strong faith. To submit in full confi- 
dence to God, in those things, which are not spe- 
cifically promised, may in some instances, require 
even stronger faith, than is required to lay hold 
on the divine promise, which is specific, and fully 
to believe that the things prayed for will be grant- 
ed. Though the promises of divine protection 
were made to Christ, still when in agony he pray- 
ed, that the bitter cup of his prospective sufferings, 
might pass from him, as he had no promise of 
this particular favor, he submitted to his heavenly 
Father, saying, “ not my will, but thine be done.” 
Here is our example. So should christians do, 
when they pray for any thing that God has not 
plainly revealed, hé will grantia answer to prayer. 
It appears to me that some writers have erred by 
embracing in “ the prayer of faith,” what properly 
belongs to submission. 

They suppose, Dear Sir, that if you would of- 
fer prevailing prayer, for the conversion of your 
impenitent son, for whom you have felt such deep 
anxiety, you must pray believing fully and with- 
out doubt, that God will convert this son. Now 
I apprehend that this belief is not required of 
you, is not essential to prevailing prayer. I see 
no way in which you can believe this, unless by 
immediate revelation, God tells you he will do 
this. I do not think that we can claim any special 
promise in the Bible, in behalf of any individual for 


i | whose conversion we pray. [know that it is promis- 


ed : “ What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receiye them, and ye shall have 
them.” This and similar declarations of Scrip- 
ture most obviously require some limitation. The 
Bible does not teach doctrines systematically ; 
and when any doctrine is mentioned in a given 
place, we are not to expect that it will be fully dis- 
cussed in that place, pr that we shall find in the 
immediate connexiga, all that God has revealed 
concerning this e. Sometimes in the Scrip- 

* as God, sometimes as 
mam, and again as both God and man. Before 
we fan find the whole of any doctrine revealed 
in Tie Bible, we must search the Scriptures, 
and compare scripture with scripture. We must 
collect into one whote what is written in different 
parts of God’s word. 


Though these texts require some limitation, still 
the Bible must decide what that limitation shall 
e. We may not fritter away their meaning. 
They are exceedingly precious. Happily the 
word of God has furnished a specific limitation 
for these texts: ‘ And this is the confidence, 
that we have in him, that if we ask any thing ac- 
cording to his will, he heareth us: and if we 
know that he hear us, we know that we have the 
petition that we desired of him.” We know 
that it is God’s will, that all men should voluntarily 
repent and believe—obey and love him—that al! 
men should do what they are fully able yet ulterly 
unwilling todo. We know too, that in perfect 
consistency with this benevolent desire, God has 
not determined that he will exert that subduing 
and controlling influence on all men, by which 
they shall become willing to do this, Concern- 
ing any individual, {or whose conversion we pray, 
we know not whether God will stretch forth the 
arm of sovereign grace and save him, or leave 
him to his own choite, which shall end in ruin. 
He has a perfect right to do as shall seem good 
in his sight. Still we know that God has deter- 
mined to save vast multitudes of immortal souls, 
through the efforts and prayers of his people. 
We have then encouragement to labor and pray 
for all. sinners. But afier we have faithfully 
warned the sinner to flee from the wrath to come, 
and have prayed fervently for his conversion, 
we must submit the event to God, and acquiese 
in his will, which manifests the strongest faith, 
and the most full and unshaken confidence in 
God—as the judge of ali the earth, who will do 
right, and who holds the sole prerogative of dis- 
pensing sovereign gtace. 





that he will be convefted and saved, or the parent, 
who feeling that his son is guilty and deserving 
wrath, and that Gof is under no obligation to 
save him, and feariag that he will sink into the 
woes of merited damnation, pours forth the 


and intenseness and 


eth good in thy sight.” 


which is right. 
to God? 


and con 


tation is wrou 


this agonizing st 








event to him, believing that he will do what is; 


i The parent who gives 
up his son to God im prayer, with the full belief 


prayer of his burdened: soul, with a constancy 
agony of feeling, which 
he perhaps never felt for himself, and who, while 
thus travailing in bitth for him, submits his case 
to God, feeling, “do with him, O Lord; as seem- 
; Here is faith in God. 
Here is strong confidence that God will do that 
t. Isnpt such a prayer acceptable 
ill it notprevail? After the christian 
has passed through this agonizing struggle, and 
has submitted the sinner’s case to God, he feels a 
peaceful calm, and not unfrequently has a strong 

vfident expectation, that his prayer shall be 
heard, and thesinnerconverted. When this expec- 
t ; t by the spirit of God, as I believe | 
it often is, undoubtedly it should be considered as 
the pledge of God’s spirit that the prayer is ac- 
cepted, and that the sinner shall be converted. 
I have thought that this expectation is probably 
never felt, until the christian has passed through 
le, and has submitted his 
prayer to Gog; and that it is not, therefore, a 
have spiritual pride and self confidence, For it! Patt of that prayer which prevails, but the fruit 


|and evidence of such prayer, already offered, 


tion from the Holy One, may thus err—much more | and accepted of God. 
those, who have long been left to wither under 

spiritual drought fey, omen 

pride, and self confidence, error and uNBEeLIEF 
too! 
as the barren heath, and have withered, and effort, deeply impress the minds of sinners, and 
languished, and been diminished for years, be. | secure the blessi 
cause their creed and their motto has been, “ The 
time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house 


11. Seasons of fasting and prayer have often 
| been greatly blessed when observed before the 
| commencement and during the progress of revivals. 
| Such seasons prepare christians for prayer and 


of God. I feel fully author- 
ized, by facts which I have seen, to say that it is a 
very mistaken idea which is entertained by many, 
that seasons of fasting are improper during the 
progress of revivals. 
12. Before I close this letter, I would remark 
briefly on the manner and the moral influence of 
PUBLIC PRAYER. 
When christians pray publicly for revivals, and 
especially in revivals, they should be appropriate, 
and remember that they are not bowing around 
the family altar. They should be careful that 
they do not, by embracing too many subjects, in 
long prayers, divide, divert, and weary the atten- 
tion and feelings of themselves and others. Many 
good men seem to think it very important in 
public prayer, to speak long and to embrace 
every topic that a retentive memory can suggest. 
By this means the ardor of devotion is cooled ; 
the energies of the mind, and the feelings of the 
heart, being constantly hurried from one object 
to anoiiier, can fix, with intenseness, on none ; 
the hearers become fatigued, impatient, and con- 
sequently unfit. for devotion; and the speaker 
offers what is often termed “a very able”—but 
what in reality is a very inappropriate, and almost 
useless, prayer! Such prayers clog the chariot 
wheels of salvation, and retard the work !. They 
are enough to pray down a revival! If they are 
prayers of faith, they had better be silently of- 
fered in the closet, as they cannot well subserve 
the purposes of public devotion. I shall remark 
again on this point, in a future letter, when I 
speak of prayer offered for inquiring sinners. 
And shall notice briefly (before I close this letter) 
the moral influence of prayer. 
1. The influence of prayer on God. 
He has appointed prayer as the mediam through 
which his people are to approach him—the chan- 
nel through which heaven’s charities flow down, 
and enrich a ruined world! ‘The institution and 
duty of prayer, and its promises and answers, 
given by God, all show that he is moved, and in- 
tends to be moved by the supplications of his peo- 
ple,—that all the rich blossings of his providence 
and grace, are bestowed in answer to prayer. 
2. The influence of public prayer on thosc who 
offer it. 
It makes them more humble, holy, waichful, 
self-denying, active, and useful—the instrumenis 
of immeasurable good to man, and prepares them 
to receive the blessings for which they pray, and 
more fully to glorify God. 
3. The ardent prayer which is poured forth 
from a heart moved by God’s spirit, exerts a 
powerful influence on the church. It kindles up 
the flame of devotion in their hearts, and leads 
them to feel deeply, to pray fervently, and to 
labor faithfully for the good of Zion, and for the 
salvation of souls. 
4. When the christian is in his best frame of 
devotion, his sacred approach to God, his holy 
boldness, his humble confidence and entire sub- 
mission, his deep emotion, his agonizing prayer, 
his strong expectation, produce great solemnity 
in the sinner’s mind, and lead him to feel that 
God is near, that religion is real and important, 
and demands his immediate, and faithful, and 
persevering attention. ; 
If christians have such power to obtain and 
promote revivals by their prayers and efforts, 
HOW TREMENDOUS THE GUILT of those churches 
which are destitute of revivals ! 
I remain, dear sir, 
Yours, as ever. 


| 


| 


A. R. A. 





Revival of religion in the first Congregational church 
in Chazy, N. Y. Communicated by Rev. Joel 
Byington, for the New York Evangelist. 


Ihave been the settled pastor of this church more 
than twenty-two years, during which period we have 
experienced the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, at six 
different times. Many of the precious fruits of these 
revivals, are spread over a great portion of our coun- 
try. They have carried the seeds of piety with them ; 
some of them hold responsible stations in the church, 
as ministers and deacons. Though the church was 
small at the beginning, consisting of nine members, in 
a new and thinly settled country, yet her branches are 
now spread far and wide. This is a spot dear, by 
many sacred ties. I have not reaped where another 
has sowed, or am pe where another has planted. 
For more than three years after my settlement, to the 
best of my recollection, I never saw a minister of 
another denomination; neither was there but one 
family of another religious profession, within three 
miles of the village, the centre of our worship. God 
was evidently with us—things moved on harmonious- 
ly and pleasintly. Firmness and integrity have been 
the marked character of nearly all who were members 
of the church. They have stood like the trees of 
Lebanon, unshaken, while vice in various forms, irre- 
ligion, sectarianism, and infidelity, have drenched this 
portion of country. Since our last revival, in 1822, 
for a few of the past years, the religious state of thin -s 
among us, has been truly chilling. This I would not 
touch upon, were it not to present more distinctly the 
mighty hand of Jehovah. 

ivery thing wore a dark and gloomy aspect. Pro- 
fessed Christians, generally were supine, cold, and 
prayerless. The closet and family altar, a few in- 
stances excepted, were laid aside, only when now and 
then conscience alarmed. Sinners were bold, daring, 
and triumphing. The Sabbath was disregarded as a 
day sacred to the Lord, and the sanctuary nearly de- 
serted. Twice in the three past years, a few Chris- 
tians awoke, and felt the necessity of a change, and 
i to talk about looking to God for a revival ; but 
in both instances, awful events occurred, which ex- 
tinguished the spark that was beginning to be fanned 
into a sacred flame. These sunk the religious tone 
of feeling still lower. It seemed impossible that the 
numerous dry bones, which were very dry, could live ; 
and when esked, if they could, we answered in the 
language of the Prophet, “ O Lord, thou knowest.” 
The few Christians who were feeling, sat down by 
the cold streams of Babylon and wept. 

In the spring of 1829, the darkness exceeded every 
thing heretofore experienced. It was felt. The in- 
difference to every thing ofa religious interest, was 
manifest. Laboring to rouse to feeling and action 
finding it wholly unavailing, a dismission was solicit- 
ed, being necessary toa subsistence. One week pas- 
sed away after another, before even this could be 
brought toa bearing. Although the request was not 

ted, and an equivalent was promised, yet such was 
the indifference to the gospel, that it ended here. 

Our Saturday evening prayer meetings, which have 
lo been in existence, were nearly forsaken.— 
Sometimes five and six, and oftener but two, attended 
at the sound of the bell, at the meeting-house. I be- 
lieve these never went away without praying, and 
leaving their tears as a witness, over the moral » ae 
tion which sin had made. These sighed, and mourn- 


























| church were awake to this subject. 













ed, and cried; yes, I heardthem, ‘* Will God forever 
cast us off? Is his love clean gone forever? And 
will he remember to be ——— no more?” I never 
in my life felt to preach and talk so plainly, and to 
lay open so fearlessly, the wicked, depraved heart of 
man—to exhibit so much of the pointed part of the 
law of God ; his unchargeable sovereignty, and the 
regions of endless damnation reserved for the sinner. 
The few praying Christians now began to feel more 
than ever, the situation of the church, and of sinners, 
They cried aloud to God for his help. In the 
months of July and August, about ten or twelve Chris. 
tians went solemnly to God in prayer, for one thing, 
the descent of the Holy Ghost. Their countenances 
told us what they felt. The worth of a Savior’s blood 
was realized. It was manifest that their business was 
with God. Little was said; but broken hearted feel- 
ings were breathed out in humble supplications to the 
Almighty, scarcely indulging a thought that a revival 
could commence, and be perpetuated among us. 

Now was the time in which the hand of Jehovah 
could be seen, and in which it would be acknowledg- 
ed. At this critical moment it was ascertained that a 
young married woman was under solemn impressions, 
concerning her sinful character. This roused the fe- 
males to resume their praying meetings, and her case 
was most earnestly carried to God. Another female 
in the village, of 14 years old, became anxious for her 
soul. Both of these soon expressed a hope of an in- 
terest in the Savior. At this time a young man 
told us he indulged a hope of pardon and redemption. 
These were viewed. as encouraging omens, Even 
now it was not known that other members of the 
We dared not 
to multiply meetings, although we thought we saw the 
cloud rising, and whispered to each other, ‘‘ The. Lord 
is at hand.” It was asked, can it be that God can 
save sinners here? we are so few in number ; situated 
as we are, can we expect a revival? But the assembly 
on the Sabbath, crowded, solemn and attentive, told 
us that God was among us. 

_ Ona Saturday evening prayer meeting, at the meet- 
ing house, twelve or fifteen impenitent persons, most- 
y young men, came in, to the great surprise of the 
trembling few who met to supplicate God’s mercy. 
Fearing, but venturing, they were told that the Chris- 
tians present felt much for their souls, and were now 
ready and anxious to present their cause to the Al- 
mighty, and to plead that they might have an interest 
in the Savior; and.if they desired this, they would 
rise. I believe they all rose. O with what fervency 
were many prayers offered, that they might be saved. 
On Sabbath evening many more came together, 
when the same request was made, and I suppose 
twenty rose, manifesting their desire for the prayers 
of the church. 

In the course of the week, nearly every family in 
the village was visited, and many out, when a short 
conversation was held with every individual of the fa- 
mily, on the salvation of the soul, and the necessity 
that = should immediately be born again. They 
were told that the Holy Ghost had come to save sin- 
ners generally ; it was found that there was much se- 
riousness—many were melted, and replied, ‘We 
have been feeling more than common for some time, 
our wretched and undone condition, but were afraid 
to let it be known.” A short prayer directly to the 
case, was then offered, and the family left. 

On one Wednesday evening meeting, which was 
crowded, a young man unexpectedly rose, modestly 
confessed his sinful life, acknowledged his hopeful in- 
terest in Christ, and entreated others to come with 
him, and taste the love of God. This was a pointed 
dart, from the Almighty to the hearts of many sin- 
ners who, for the first time had come in, to see what 
God was doing, and who ‘became deeply convicted of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgmenttocome. The 
next night the only son of Esq. H. died,(a young man 
in the bloom and vigor of life, born and brougit up 
among us,) with a comfortable hope of an interest in 
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Jesus. This death was blessed to the convicttoir of & < 
number, and a general solemnity and interest on the “Zz 
salvation of the soul became now more visible.. All “Sik 


our meetings were crowded, and full of the deepest 
interest. Some few more members of the church 
awoke, and the number of convicted sinners was 
hourly increasing. 

Almost every evening of meeting, the broad aisle 
for a long time was filled with people of all ages and 
stations, from the man of seventy, to the Sunday 
scholar of nine, bending under a succession of prayers 
offered to Almighty God. The thunders of Sinai 
roared, the sinner was arraigned, at the tribunal of 
an awakened, guilty conscience; the Lord himself 
came down and filled the house with his majesty. It 
was peculiarly so on one Sabbath evening, which 
cannot soon be erased from the memory of many. At 
an early hour the house below was filled; meeting 
being opened, an unusual solemnity, full of eternity, 
spread over the whole assembly. An almost breath- 
less silence ensued. A Major B. in the prime of life 
who had been under solemn conviction for some days, 
sent a silent request to me, that the church would 
pray for him now, for he felt himself sinking ; suc- 
cessive prayers were immediately offered, touching the 
case. The church agonized—sighs and sobs were 
heard in every direction. An elderly gentleman, 
whose head was whitened with the frosts of nearly 
seventy winters, who had always done much for the 
support ofthe gospel and religious interest, then rose 
in the midst of the assembly, and said, «I am an old 
sinner—my damnation is great; I am on the verge of 
eternity, and I have no interest inthe Savior. Itrem- 
ble before God. My children and grandchildren are 
going into the kingdom; I am without. I ask for- 
omens of all, and beg the prayers of the church, 
that God for Christ’s sake, will have mercy on my 
soul.” Can it be imagined, the effect which this pro- 
duced? The church bowed herself again before the 
great Jehovah, and with tears pleaded the Savior’s 
merits—sensible that help could come from God only. 
It was granted. 

For weeks the concerns of this life were almost en- 
tirely laid aside; for the concerns of the soul out- 
weighed every other consideration. The anxious cry 
for mercy, was heard in almost every house, and from 
those too from whom we should have least expected 
it. The anxious meeting was crowded for months in 
succession. Many who were convicted, but could not 
from local causes, attend the meetings, sent their 
situation, with a request to the church to be prayed 
for. The names of these persons were taken up and 
carried to God, and in almost every instance, they 
were hopefully renewed before they came to the house 
of worship. Before the church called, the Almighty 
heard, and while she was speaking, he answered. 

I never witnessed so many instances of immediate 
answers to prayer. Many confessed they had no 
doubt their salvation was in answer to the prayers of 
the church, the members of which in general had now 
awoke. The world seemed to repose confidence in 


the church, and many were anxious to get under her 
fostering care. 
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REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 


Permit me to mention an instance of hopeful eon- 
version, which is viewed among us as a remarkable 
display of sovereign grace. An aged gentleman, of 
seventy-six years, had been in public business, held 
many offices, had always manifested much am- 
bition and pride, in stepping forward in the promo- 
tion of religious eoncerns—conversed well about re- 
ligion, so that many strangers and ministers with 
whom he had conversation, supposed he was a Chris- 
tian. He flattered himself he was one. He. was 
wrapped up in self righteousness, which had become 
like Goliah’s coat of mail. Nothing but the spirit 0 
Jehovah could pierce through it, and find way to the 
heart. Soon, however, the giant was wounded, and 
fell to the ground. 

He was told that little children in the village were 
praying for him. His heart was touched. God made 
him feel that he was a sinner, under condemnation. 
He awoke to meet his adyersary, armed himself with 
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: edymight be applied, but must tatements, when in fact they do not deny one of o backward to lend the [cast influence, that o 
This Seminary was founded with the eth of edu- poy wegen Sete no demand a host of prac = a, eso eiemt eee ! influence and poscnel ex- po de Pings : y their wane Hang example, in the qhiat week: of ater 
cating ministers in a four years’ course. e course e exigencies 0 I : ” | ertions towards effecting this pbject. We hope that mea- for inntannes:thet:the:--ebiset “2.” | inating this Self deuvever3 Je e-siahe? 
prescribed appears to me to be quite too literary for| tical men—men of ov om — rae Bog git ci iaedeces speedily. he adanted lay before the public, facts _ They NN, Lee tt en rot fe Tenby tgs tb 2: “seem y 
mboth. “The literary qualifications for admis- anherdent piety : mean 22 Sr ap 2. preper 


‘ als had been aimed at the M. E. church.” Whereas “D.” JOSHUA LBAVITT., 
any W upon a Tittle, and when = common decency will dlow, This must be done 
© requires, can sleep as soundly upon Jacob’s | before the public mind can be'fully aroused to the urgency 


; . Cor. Sec'y N. Y. City Temp. Soaciet 
avows no such object. The sole object of the article aS if % fe - % i 

i i abular view of the several Temperance Associat 1X+ 
pillow, as upon any other. These are the men to go | of the case, or be aware of the enmous mass of moral cor- on which I commented was, to dissuade people from C P cea ad 
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A GOOD HINT. 























~<eret e itera can go 
— ia’ sion into the Seminary did not yary materially from | n 8 
what were required admission into most of the 


‘ s wottenks . iliary tothe New-York City 'f : Society. 
Colleges at that time The term for a regular educa- to the extreme south of our national territory © £0 ruption that is daily enevetais and floating upon these wa- supporting our great benevolent stitutions, by exci- ya ec or i ¥ s empcrance Society. May 
’ ” t v 
tion was four years. The studies far the first, were erous in 


3 . A ith, 1830. 
ee s ‘ 2 wey : . | ting a jealousy that they were unfriendly to christi oie a 
° to Illinois, to Missouri—to labor every where in t org wnding tees, <athil camel ody egal ha Frenieo. y y y = Name, Formed. Original Foial, 
the English, Latinand Greek By Geography, great western valley; and with the vanguard of our | hope of any Considerable improvgnent in the moral condi- I did not say that the Methodist Bible Soci ety had | Spring St. Presb. Church oan Nuinber, 
Compositionand Mathematics. For the second ; the | population to scale the rocky mountains. These are | tion of any clasa of the communi which does not enjoy its! refused to supply their own destitute, but that they | Central Presb, Church” 30 Mar. 1829. 
re : . : ‘ +i . Without the benign\nfluence of that holy day. y : us 8 inane a, 
1 Geography, Composition, the higher bran-| the men, also, to sit down amid drifting snows and | Sabbaths g ¥ day, } hed not d to do ex ve | Bible Sooicty House, 14 April, “ 
we hee of Mi Pp: : : . si : moral reform has never been effétcd—the course has ever not offered to da even so much as that. Have y s ; 
ches of Mathematics, Rhetoric, Logic, and Natural burning sands—to encounter superstition, idolatry, | }x.. ond avec wit ter dined To hope to improve the | they? Alms House, 27 Mar. 1830, 
pdr tags ny F For the third and fo ; Natural Philo- | ignorance, infidelity and hate, in all their dwelling | morals of habitual beet peony 1 continuing such, is ag} These Editors also totally deny the charge about pe vom, a Church at Mer. s 
wophy. ivil and Ecclesiastical History, Moral Philoso- P ces, and in all their most discouraging and appal- | prepostcrous as to preach repentajce to the fallen spirits. {the fund of a hundred thousand dollars, when it is well | § School No_34 Geloted:.. . Die "1829, 
phy, Metaphysics, Theology, Composition and delive- | ling forms. Such soldiers the Captain of our salva- apaed known that an earnest appeal was made to Methodists, | R,D. Church, Franklin st. April, 1830. 
ry of Sermons, and Pastoral Duties.” The plan has| tion is loudly calling for, and it is the bounden duty of Rt ° a few months ago, through the columns of the Advo- | Brick Presb. Church, 18 Jan, 1830. 
since been altered, so as to conform to the Andover the church, to furnish as large a quota as possible. MONGRASRE SENTIMENTS. ; cate itself, tu raise a “ publishing fund” of one hund- Presb. Church, Laight st. 
caurse of studies,butstill the seminary is not very pros- | But let her training of them be such, as to make them} We cordially reciprocate th following sentiments, | red thousand dollars, of which one half, if I recollect geet eet aetna 
perous. An aye writer in the PortlandMirror con- real and efficient soldiers, and not mere effeminate re- | exhibited by the editor of the Philadelphian in his pa- | right, was to be a permanent fund, the interest of which Young Men, : 
tends earnestly for the preservation of the original plan. | cruits. er of July 9th, and sincerelywish that the rule may | WS to be for salaries &c. the other to furnish build- Apprentices, 
As many of his ideas on the subject coincide with| To this end, let diligent inquiry be made in all the | P y aythscmy y 7 ings, presses, &c. the whole to establish a great cen- | R- D, Ch, Exch. Place, 
what has been thrown out in these numbers, I shall | humble walks of life, for young men of promising | be universally adopted. The) we shall cease to see | 4.5) press ;” which for extent and facilities of opera- | Baptist Ch. Mulberry at. 
copy from him for the remainder of the present arti- | talents and real piety. Wherever such an one canbe | Ecclesiastical authority substi\uted for argument ; and | tion, leaves poor Cherry’s ill starred project far in the coon pean Ay Cedar st. 
cle, only proniens vet the plan rpg T have to = oe him be encouraged to commence study, and | ¢)6 church will no longer be haassed by pertinacious | tear. The very paper on which I am remarking, cqn- ; . 
pose is des r those parts of the country which | put him at once upon probation. . Should the trial of 
< are already furnished with Theological Seminaries of 


Bowery Presb. Church, 
& a higher order, well supported and filled with students, 





: . tai k led ts of i t R, D. Church, Market st.. 
a few months prove satisfactory, then let the question | ®ttempts to hinder men fron} preaching the Gospel, this publishin fend aleh paige fully Cox : se 3 Bs ag baat - 
A of entering upon a regular course of education for the | whom God has manifestly callédtothat service. We| whole amount paid in. Allen St, Presb. Church. 
and that the “Self Supporting School” is only desi n- | holy ministry be solemnly brought before him ; and if would only have the rule car#ed out, in its spirit, to They say they never attacked the Sunday Schooi ee ee PN 
ed to be an humble co-worker, and to do a little in| his heart appears to be stedfastly set upon the tl th Sinia} tycetmbnt Wf:-cldeieed: beste It is | Union; whereas it is certain that they republished | Nore.—It is a maticr of reovet thai so many officers of 
peehere _ ec pee Fi prey that our ges _ be received in due form as a beneficia- scans me — i sath eps hi 18! with expressions of satisfaction the infidel speech ane er oer — three personal a pare. 
igher ions reach for ages to come. ry. t him understand at the same time, that he Hy a favor to a man of semiibiliity, to admit him in| made by a Mr. Powell in the Pennsylvania legisla-| "°° he gee make thi ten ; 
AS GOOD AS OUR FATHERS HAD. will ones ge - —_ and cherish = his — form to the sacred right of fellayship, and at the same | ture. And they have perce | inajgusted Be. grt fle. Lefe = hevea floes who- “a oe 
mtn tet paatigent ult, postenin | mona tend ern, ttt rsa |i Presto him with eon tune and Sings |e Preto ating abba schoo nthe whale | enrol No 8 Wiha sae 
ee een an education ietone mee Waat Chane under all reasonable exertions—not to carry him for-| &% his ignorance and heterodoxy. » We think that Dr. weaer for oanediting the debt <P es Union. They ECCLESIASTICAL RECORD. 
acquired, who were at most of out Colle. | W2"4 without the diligent use of his own powers, but | Ely himself has violated the spiit of his own princi-| say that the methodists do not enjoy the benefit of} June 22. Rev. W. W. Snow, Ord. Bapt. East 
ges, and spent from three to six months in Theologi- tanya g = ~ ki aid be = pee Ee it | ples when he allowed himself tq send out to the world | @ charter ; whereas they certainly have what is called} Ranks, Va. Sermon by Rev. H. Keeling.—22. Rev. 
cal studies, with a private clergyman, fifteen or twen- oe “ a sing ¥ ae gat. of = a in his paper of July 30, that acsrtain young preacher | ® wage patty rupee! I sreeee Secneiaees a be-| Rufus Sabin, Ord. Bapt. Middlesex, N. t 
ty years ago. bepondte of ‘our Fathers entered = phrey. Fo sa : “does not understand his busitess,” no slight charge audi Sete NE a a ea co y “=. a Soman: “Ss —"C Siar: 
an prov champions in contending for a 4 5 , ‘ ‘ : Td. Long. Lvangelist. ermon by ‘ nD 
‘the faith, and were highly successful in winning souls —————— a | against one who has a title toministerial fellowship.| They say they never opposed the Tract Society at} Wheeler. 
to Christ, who spent only four or five years in prepa-| NEW YORK EVAN GELIST. | Stillthe sentiment we quote below is one which honors | #!! ; whereas it is certain that they have often thrown| July 11. Rev. John E. Arman. Inst. Pres. Peters. 
ratory studies, and = no better privileges than its author, and which we have tn believe he out charges of unfairness towards methodists, and €n-| burgh,Va. Sermon by Rev. S. K. Kollock..-14. Rev, 
the Bangor Seminary has ever af The present SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 1830. ; Ae 5.2 I NS “iss eee deavored to array sectarian and even political prejudi- | D-odlev Minor, Ord. Bapt. Fall River, Mass. Sermon 
state of the church, or the exigencies of the times : : himself intends to honor in the observance. ces against it, and thus to prevent people from sup- | by Rev. J.O.Chowles. The closing prayer was mede 
that the original plan ofthis Seminary should| Three or four experienced agents will find perma-| «Iam not so ready for sepaiation in the Presbyte- | porting it. As it has no ‘ publishing fund, and no by Rev. T. Smith, pastor of the Cong. church.—21. 
not be entirely relinquished for the present. I will! nent employment, with an ample compensation, by | Tian Church as my correspondent would seem to be ;| resources whatever, but in the confidence of christ- | Rev. Joseph Kerr, Ord. Assoc. Reformed, Pi 
here say, ve remark oe en @Ny | calling at this office. as some of my venerated fath¢rs are; and as I once | tans, - ee a SS cee sine b bay Ww. pee ag Se by 4 bf Moncrift, 
against learning; or from east desire was. My voice is for retaining in union all evidently | prive it of confidence : ringle. Ord. Assoc. Presb. Ryegate, N.Y. Sermon 
that all, or any considerable portion of those who en- pious Ben foc and elders won ear truly to vensive that the case admits of. : : by Rev. T. Goodville.—25. Hev. G. W. M ve, 
ter the ministry should pursue this short, preparatory} NOTICE.—1f any of our eity subscribers are not | and adopt the Confesssion o Faith, os containing the | I leave it with the editors to reconcile these things Ord. Presb. Baltimore. Sermon by Rev, Mr. Breck: 
course.” ~ regularly served with the r, we will thank them | S¥8tem of doctrine taught in the sacred scriptures, | as they choose. Whether they are 80 ignorant of| enridge.—28. Rev. Chauncey Colton, Ord. Epis. 
LEARNED MINISTERS GREATLY NEEDED be A sscarigh ©m| and who clearly assert the great fundamental truths | methodist affairs, or haye studied to find some plausi- | Salem, Mass.—28. Rev. John T. Jones, Ord. Bapt, 
“Tt is readil * ___| to leave notice of such delinquencies at the office, and of the Bible, even while they hnld many speculations, | ble evasion, or have adopted the principle that “ all is| Missionary to Burmah. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Jacobs. 
niet y. ng sate there was never a period) we assure them that the evil shall be remedied imme. which, without their knowledge, really militate a-| fair in politics; or whether they have some other}_99. Rev. James Barnaby, Ord. Bapt. Danvers, 
; mney ee American pecan gran fi diately : gainst that system.” sia mode of evading the appearance of a manifest con- ; 
Fs ministers were more » to refute . A ! 
ast increas 


) man Mass. Sermon by Rev. R. Babcock.—-29. pes, i 
: : : tradiction of well known facis—lI leave it with them. 
f — Roman Catholic heresies, unitarian| We also notify our subscribers, to whom papers are 
infide J 
pated, 














Barnaby, Inst. Bapt. Sermon by Rev. Mr. e, 
the other hosts of errors, that are . : : 4 FRIEND TO THE SocIgTiEa. | 29. Rey.J. M. Putnam, Inst. Cong. Dunbarton,N.H, 
at the present day. ‘And it is A on a served by the carriers, and who have not already paid TEMPERANCE AND NETHODISM. ae 


small pleasure I see the number of those increasing in advance, that in accordance with the usages of the| We have taken an interest in bringing this subject HOME MISSIONS. 
who are qualified to expose the : 


NOTICE. 
. sophistry of these er- | city, at the expiration of the first quarter an agent will| often before our readers, and giving an unusual pro-| An effort seems to be making in the Rochester], The church in Spring street having been thorough. 
rorists, and by a thorough knowledge of biblical criti- 


pure ; ‘ repaired and painted, will be open for divine ser. 
cleus teieubtele: thes trath j ical cr wait upon them and give them/an opportunity of pay-| minency to the various testimonies in favor of Tempe- Presbytery, to withdraw the churches from the sup- Hoey a the rey of Providence, on Sunday, the 29th 
And I most devoutly pray that enn as see ing in advance, or of deferring it until the end of the| rance which have been borne by our methodist breth- | port of the American Home Missionary Saciety, and| inst. Persons wishing to hire seats, can be accom. 
the Lord would increase their number a hund red | Year, as may be most convenient. ren, both individually and in public bodies.. The rea-| its Board of Agency at Geneva, and to bring them un- | modated. 
a.” watt anen6 Our subscribers will bear in mind, that six months | son why so much importance is attached to this sort | der the General Assembly’s Board. A writer in.the Serer 
UESTION. : : f testi is, that ; : Rochester Observer, gives several reasonsagainst the 
“The question is not, whether a | will soon have passed away since our paper commen- | Of imony is, that we are continually hearing from aga 


DIED, 

. : At West Farms, W. Ches. Co. on Tuesday, the 10th 
of those who enter the ministry shoul eee ced its circulation. Those who have not already | various quarters of the backwardness of methodists, 

profound education ; but whe’ 


change. inst. Mr. Samuel Frost, ane of the most efficient mem- 
whether some ought not to| Paid their subscription will hardly expect that we | from whom better things were hoped, to join in pro- at “Tint the Genova, Agoney « a A yaanee Aon a bers of the Preshyterian church in that village. He 
: be mos — —. me who ~~ various causes | should be. satisfied with the payment of the advance | moting temperance. The Advocate gave the lead, in 


education. And I am decidedly of the such ric ate period. W. flicted wife and children to lament hi 
pe most of the churches, Associations are already or- on ke = F nt his 
' : a apa ‘opinion that pepe the) iod. We have however concluded | ® most bitter attack upon the Mushroom Reform-| ganized. These must be given up and overturned, if 


Bangor Seminary t to be continued on its | receive payment from those who have already sub- | €rs;” andso many of the preachers have joined in the m9 psig = rte need cae soak ke. pot, Meek am, Sllewing nae have heen received at this 
scribed, as in advance, until the first of September] cry, that well disposed methodists are afraid to take | .ome will oppose the measure ; recrimination and di- | “ice during the wee past, 7 

next, after which, we think it will be reasonable to | hold, lest they should incur the displeasure of their Ma will ensue; the people will lose confidence in Bg ® purty ge “a weet am : Teise 

a ‘ ” . both.” * : : m. B. Tappan, Cincinnati 0. 

expect an additional sum of fifty cents. ee “ne antes eek tr mgder mewn Wee Te acquainted with the ground. Its Se.) $250. S. and E. Hollister, Windsor, Con. B. P. 

n constrained to eat its words, and to make a won- cretary has been longer resident in this rthan | Johnson, Rome. S.C. D. Raymond, i 

THE TWO PLEDGES. derful number of solemn declarations of its friendly | almost any minister west of Cayuga bri was a| $3. David Gould, Huntington, L. 1. $1 25. Rev. 

So far as approbation is concerned, we believe the | regards to the Temperance Cause. The senior edi- ne FS f the anes Pegresy aoa ae a et Dag sn Ly oe te $2 ms 
‘ ‘ er iu ; t Stic—h: ver the —| i. . . Cotton, 

; Senet , American Bible and Sunday School Societies are fully | tor was even chairman of a Committee in the New rath: tes ie se eo en = pa yt PEN, BS of| Fitch, Schenectady. Mré. Eli Allen, Patel? 

rs would not be | Sustained in the pledges for which they stand com-! York Conference, which recommended the promotion | the churclies.” . Con. $8 50. B. P. Johnson,Rome, om 

‘ * ” : 
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Fates: Keeper ad 
18 from the Missionary to Barmah, by the Pilot boat after | and 
Corve; Boston Harbor, Aug 2, 1830. 


9. What is the effect of alcohol on the moral sense 
of those who use it? 
10. What upon the iutellectual powers? 
“Tt has powerfull degenerating influence the moral 
sensibilities it gradually age tie gc or perverts ar wer ie 
ions may have prev : 
feted ; ecune honorable and heiiiet priasc 3 ‘the Social 
and Christian obligations lose their influence over the mind.” 


Dr. S, A. 
is stimu the animal spirits, de- 
a mays 5 Roeear and while it iecteuie the de- 
ation of the enimca! passion, renders the 


With dashing waters. Often shall day arise 


Around them. And chill night shall frequent close, 
" _“Alnd still the chosen servants of the Lord 
» Shallbe alone ; no human helper near. 


ee Yok God shall dwell among them ; ‘abd the voice 
‘Of prayer and praise at night and morn shall rise 
. "Po-heaven, and ring from sail to sail, outspread, 
"Pill, @atight upon the swelling breeze, it mounts 
~ "Po thé Celestial altar. 


» < But, perchance the noble ship may founder ; 

< And they, whose straining eycs have looked in vain, 
‘From day to day, from night to night to catch 

A distant glimpse of heathen, dying India, 

Yea, rather, with their God—that rest above 
Which sure remains for God’s elect. 


sz ¢ 


of 
niomentziy 
"No man can long remain in his right senses, either 
moral or intellectual, who makes free use of ardent spirit.— 
‘ When wine is in, wit is out.’ Intemperate drinking produ- 
ces so much commotion in the s 


is frequenth 
ifications. 


7. 


ge to present, though 


, that very little exer- 
cise is given to calm thought and sober reasoning, and, as a 
uence, to a conscien of duty. 

Some persons under the morbid influence of ardent spirit, 
verge very near to insanity, dthers sink almost to idiotism; 
some become rude and disgusting in their -perreats Weer to- 
tally regardless of their morals; some scem utterly tereft of 
all sense of shame: indeed, when the sweeping flood-tide of 
intemperance sets in, all the nicer sensibilities of our nature, 
the refinement of education, habits of business, industry, 
regularity, and economy, the good impressions of moral an 
- gious eae, ¢he bg coer and abe maagrer: of life, ~ 

gnit our nature, ing, capacity, talent, genius, 
health, wealth, and chnstinten, oo and are swept away 
in promiscuous confusion and ruin.” —Dr. L. B. 


“It may very justly be supposed, that in the case of Nadab 
and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, the moral sense was pros- 
pied J use of drink, when with impious daring, 
they offered strange fire before the Lord; for immediately 
subsequent to pS in the same connection, we witness 
the enactment of the law, with the penalty of death, having 
for itsauthority a ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ on this very subject. 
Its terms are the following : ‘ And the Lord spake unto Aaron, 
saying, do not drink wine nor str drink, thou, nor thy 
sons with thee, when ye go into the t acle of the congre- 
gation, lest ye die. It shall be a statute forever, throughout 

our generations; and that ye may put a difference between 
'y and unholy, and between clean and unclean ; and that 
may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which 
the Lord hath en unto them by the hand of Moses.’ 
“Were any r proof necessary to sustain our posi- 
tion, abundant and overwhelming data might be found in 
the records of our tribunals of justice.”—Dr. J. L. P. 


13. What would be the effect upon the business 
and practice of the medical profession, if the commu- 
nity were generally to adopt the principle of total ab- 
stinence ? 

“The cases would not be so numerous, but the afflicted 
would be more easily relieved by medicine.” —Dr. S. B. 

“Good in several ways: .1. Por ion would rapidly in- 
crease; 2. Men would live to a r age: and hence or- 
dinary diseases, which eventually bring all to the dust, 

i protracted occasions for medical at- 

; 3. Physicians would be better paid, and the prac- 

nore ee ine would become a pleasanter profession.” — 
r.J. A 

“Tt would increase industry and honesty, while at the 
same time it would diminish a — portion of that part of 
Gnekpitee a? for which he receives neither thanks 
nor pay.” —Dr. J. B, 

“T : Giseases would be of a more active and inflamma- 
"Witweusd protetae aepitve physicians of half thei 

would pro’ some icians o eir 
businces.”—Dr. 8. id = 


4 tae e 


PES : But, no! : 
I will.not cherish fearslike these. They will— 
“They will arrive—and Gop will go with them, 
And make them happy. Go, beloved friends ! 
We may pot meet again on Christian soil— . 
We may not mect on earth—We shall in heaven. 


From the Connecticut Observer. 
* Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.” 
; Rom. xiy. 8. 
’ Then tremble not, my soul, 
‘When o’er thy feeble head 
Dark clouds from pole to pole 
‘The sky of life o’erspread ! 
‘Trust in the Lord—his eye will pierce the gloom, 
And gruide thee safe to thine eternal home! 


‘Then tremble not, my soul, 
When waves of sorrow rise— 
He will their rage control 
from the skies— 
God is thy pilot—O, in him confide— 
Securely thro’ the storm thy bark shall ride! 


Then tremble not, my soul, 
When, on the dying bed, 
Thou leavest this “ mortal coil” 
To slumber with the dead— 
Leati on his arm—twill bear the gently o'er 
Jordan’s rouzh tide, to Candan’s peaceful shore. 


» “Pken tremble not, my soul, 
*Yo think upon that day “ We should have less more cases, and 

_ When like a “ parched scroll” more Goas agp eervices.”—Dr. L. B. 

’ ‘The Heavens shall shrink away, 18. Is alcohol a digestible substance! or is it car- 

Sweet eonsolation let this thought afford, ried out of the system without u going any change 

«[grlife or death; thy hope is in the Lord!” D. | in ite enemical 5 oe 
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NEW YORK TEMPERANCE REPORT. 

We have a difficulty in selecting from this docu- 
ment. eee ee ae ee ee aa 
from the statements of Physicians, in reply to stem, ind 
circulars of the committee. - ELE 

QUESTIONS TO PHYSICIANS. i 

The committee have received letters, in reply to 
their circulars, from the following gentlemen of the 
medical ion, viz: Drs. P. C 8. Bar- 
rett, J. Phelps, L. Belden, W. Barrow, J. Van 

, H. T. Judson, L. Hitchcock, 8. Akerly, 

J. Baxter, A. W. Ives, J. Watts, Ir., J. M. Smith, P. 
.. , J. C. Bliss, M. Willett, Jr., Benj. M’Vick- 
ar K. Hoffman, Thomas Cock, John C, 
Cheesman, F. U. ae Daniel W. Kissam, Jr., 
Gilbert Smith, Charles E. Pierson. 

: distilled liquor, by persons in health, 

pot wer np sore * mn of health, or for 


“It is not digestible: it is not nutritive—it passes off.” — 
Dr. S. B. 





‘some 
of digestion.”—Dr. J. L. C, Re 
uch nutritious to man as a whipis toa 


20. Is it safe’to use it as e family medicine in cases 
of ordinary indisposition ? 

“Tt is unsafe, as it renders the real disease difficult to dis- 
cover.” —Dr. L. H. i ie 

“ Its use for children, so a 7 ep ene neg as well 

internally, juces many of their complaints r- 
ings and not unfrequently is fatal of itself alone.”—Dr. 
J 


“Weare 


um, | of reformation. 


“In more than ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, when 

administered internally, without the advice of a geesaee, 

a¥- | they do rably more harm than good. by 

thelr ill ad and untimely pooner | a many 

cases of wey are yt § remediless ; ephy- 

sicians have opportunit: prescribing for them. 

And although the same obj sagt, not obtain in like ex- 

tent in — to their outward application, yet it is quite 
certain n 


7, Is the constitution of the habitual tippler affected, merous other substances may readily be 


a pen Ba en wba and thee na 


“eit ty nearly ant impossibility that the ti 
stl toconstl ie, propane. ‘he 
on ae went 


Pa Re tier oe haatteng gx Korte necessarily grow. 
logical deduction, n 

they can readily construe as sorhething superna- 

turally excellent, like “ee waned nectar of the he 

for refini i su iz 
Tabdiderwelin wmphation wptives & 


—. 
attendant, 
a common share of 
ee Se eee also exté a medicine, confirms them in their 
the st notions of its utility; and every man, woman, 
child having likewise received a license to prescribe and 
administer it on all occasions, both in sickness and health, 
as akind of universal panacea, is it at all to be wondered at, 
that it should be them not only as very useful 
and efficacious, but as exceedingly harmless and innocent 
in short, that there can be doubt entertained 
its being super-excellent in the threefold capacity of drink, 
food, and poysic.”"—Dr. L. B. 

22. What has been the effect of strong drink upon 
physicians themselves? What proportion of your 
professional brethren in this city have fallen victims 

, | to intem t What was their previous 
ter andstanding for talents, attainments, and prospects 
of usefulness and respectability ? 


“T think the less of the medical profession than 

tea | of other cless.”—Dr. J. B. ; 
_ list of our medical essi eubibite on awtel pes: 
who have been icted to this vice. In the 


. | lay 


, Seannlstle Sh ipbercles. Jt co 
apale 


werc known 
sional attainments, but 


oe other i¢ a pale and pulpy appearance, a nag to possess talents and high pre 
; eater paageteivert ey ete their usefulness and respectability 


ef future uences. By continued use, 
of the hraeman breast are destroyod, end the wit 


. | three months all inclin}tion for the deadly poison en-| jetter to the Editor. It w 


_ NEW YORK EVANGELISY. 


were ye and the became, before death, miscrable 
Oljecte of dletees and pity.” —Dr. 8.4, 

' “Let physicians look around upon the ravages of intem- 
‘perance, and see how it has thimned their own ranks of no 


“ do men gather 
A merchant in Southold remarked to me the other 
day,that where he formerly sold eight hogsheads of rum 
inconsiderable of men whose character once stood | he thought he should not now sell more than one. 
deservedly high. Let them take shame to themsclves in| Genius of Temperance. 
not having, as guardians of the public health, more faith- 
fully warned the public of the danger. Let them ape 
= in some measure, for former unfaithfulness, by redou- 
dili ein diffusing correct sentiments, and by pre- 
cept, and example, and weight of influence, give warning of 
the rm ed that awaits all who donot conform to the salutary 
principle of total abstinence’—Dr. L. B. 


—_—_——_—_—_—_—————— 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 


From the Vermont Chronicle. 
MINISTERS FOR CHILDREN. 

Rev. Mr. W—, visits district schools. In this 
he has two objects in view. One is, to convince the 
teacher and scholars that he is a friend of schools. 
He su the best methods of instruction. 
questions the scholars on the branches to which they 
are attending. And always closes by pressi 





From the New York Journal of Commerce. 


Messrs. Editors,—The writer of the enclosed is 
known to me, and it is with the hope of saving some 
who are treading the same path that vs nearly ~ 
him tu destruction, that he has consented to give the| upon their minds the importance of studying the 
statement for publication. A.T. | Bible and of attending the Sabbath School.” He 

I am incapable of making any learned or philosophi-} thinks children need often to be invited. His school 
cal remarks upon the evils generally arising from the | is large and increasing. Rev. J. W. F. not long since 
use of ardent spirits, but so far as respects myself, I| wrote a children’s sermon, and read it Sabbath evening 
can tell a plain truth in a plain way.—About four yeers | to his little girls at home. ‘They wanted he should 

, as I am sorry to say, I began to indulge myself} read it or _I heard the sermon. It was appro- 
with a glass or two of brandy at dinncr. Before the| priate. He said one object of his writing it, and 
expiration of six months, I felt an inclination and al-| reading it to his little girls was, to acquire a habit of 
lowed myself to take one or two glasses in the eve-| talking to children. His text was this—« Come, ye 
ning: and before the temination of two years, my | children, hearken unto me, and I will teach you the 
appetite for the poison became so excessive, thut I| fear of the Lord.” While delivering it to his children, 
would have more willingly dispensed with the use of|‘he put questions to them, which they answered. He 
food for twenty four hours, than with this. destroyer | called on them to repeat alittle hymn. I never heard 
of thousands. My mental faculties, as I could clearly | him address a Sabbath School ; t this I know, if a 
perceive, began to fail. The whole system became | minister will undertake to write sermons and letters 
enervated, stupid and feeble. All the fine feelings of| for children, and give his mind to it, he may be able 


heart, which I had onc¢ possessed, became blasted. | to come down, or I may say, up, to the capacity of 


I freely indu 


in words, thoughts and actions, that | little children. Another minister who is in the habit 
before acquiring 


this thirst for spirituous liquors, my | of attending district schools, related an anecdote 
whole soul, body and mind, would have revolted at ;| which shows human nature, and the way to succeed 
and, indeed, any person predicted to me the state | in this part of ministerial duty. Said he, I called one 
of feeling at which I hadthen arrived, I would have} day to visit a school, for the purpose of recommend- 
thought it impossible. ing Sabbath Schools. I asked liberty of the teacher 
To this state, sir, had L arrived ; and no person, Ij to talk a little with her scholars. She looked round 
believe, excepting my ie the least suspicion of} at me with signs of scorn. She went on with her 
me. She first made known her suspicion to me. I] school, as if no one had spoken to her. When one 
tried to convince her that her fears existed without | class and another had read, I saw, said he, that she 
any reasonable foundation, but my attempts to satisfy | did not mean I should speak to them. I then turned 
her of this were wholly igeffectual, and in a few days | to her, put the question, somewhat in earnest, are you 
after, she made a directly open, bold, and unreserved-| willing I should speak to the children? “1 don’t 
ch against me. 1 thal never forget her words. | care’f you-do, if you wan’to,” was her reply. I took 
With tears she exclaimed, ‘My dear, it is wholly | her at her word and went on.—‘ Now, children, your 
useless for you to attempt to disguise the truth ! you are | teacher tells me I ma 
murdering yourself, and ing me and our dear | will be still, I will tell you something.” I went on 
.? * * *« Tf” continued she, “‘ you have any | then and told them they must love their teacher; that 
ragard for me, grant me but one and the Bighest favor | they must mind her; that they must be attentive to 
you can confer, and that is to commence this day a/ all her instructions. I talked about their studies, and 
reformation, or you are certainly a ruined man.” The | told them how to have a good school, &c. I then 
effect prod by these words, I will not atteinpt to | turned to the teacher, saying, I don’t know but I am 
describe. They were rently more severe and| hindering you. “O, not at all, not at all, Sir.” 
cutting than would have daggers thrust | And when I saw she was converted, I did my errand. 
into my bosom. I paus at last—| It was well received. I went on. I learned after- 
confessed. To this su ed deep reflection ; the | wards, that the result of the visit was, that they had 
uence of which wis, that I viewed myself as | a Sabbath School. 
¥ aruined man, bit entertained a slight gleam} Now would it not be a good thing for us to turn 
of hope that there was y@ room for reformation, and | our attention to the rising generation? Why not 
resolved to abstain from the use of spirituous liquors for cunpres and preach children’s sermons often? If 
a fortnight. Before theend of six cays, however, I} we look around on our congregations next Sabbath, 
broke my promise, and six glasses.of brandy one | we shall see that a great majority are youth and 
evening. No pen can deadribe the horrors and remorse | children. By visiting a district school, we may see 
of conscience which I —— day experienced. The | children whom we never see elsewhere. They never 
violation of a solemn pi = made to my wife, my | go toa religious meeting. And if you go where they 
approaching degradation poverty and consequent | live, while you go in at one door, they will go out at 
disgrace of my family, allpassed as it were in full re-| another. the district school, you have an interest- 
view before me. They yho can form to themselves | ing audience of susceptible beings, mostly ignorant 
some idea of the tro whirlpool on the coast of| of the great things of religion. Father Lyman prac- 
Norway hurrying, in ful view, the mariner, the | tised catechising each district school once or twice 
force of its current, to ingitable destruction, will have | during each term. And now we may see the effects 
some conception of the ffrebodings which I experien-| of it. Another minister says, as he passes around 
ced as to my own fate. | however once mor. exerted | his parish the children are very respectful, and say, 
my own strength, and fomed a resolution not to make | ‘‘ Mr.——, when are you coming into our school? 
use ofan t A ing t ¢ Will you come to day?” And when. he does go in, 
much so that it was noti-| had come. And teachers tell him they have noncea 
intances. Owing, however, | ®@ visible difference in their schools in consequence of 
to human depravity, I once such visits, even through the town. Why op poe 
more returned to the f@al draught. I drank two glass-| these and other opportunities to poy hs “4 _— 
es, andthen thought o my solemn promise. Here a| and children, and a Wodk 4 pony all as po 
mighty contest betwee} reason and inclination ensued | Bible and Sabbath schools! he _ ie tase oe 
consequence of which was, that reason triumph- | set as shepherds over Christ’s 4: ,migh = my 
ed and inclination wagsubdued, and that effectually. | day to that blessed injunction, “ Feep uy Lames. 
For although, at times,J had a strong desire for ardent 
irits, still I posséssel sufficient strength and forti- 
le not to give way t the temptation, and in about 


talk with you. Now, if you 





ILLINOIS. 


We insert the Slowing. —— — - awe 
c accep t 
tirely subsided. This was about one year and nine | whoare interested in the present movements in behalf 
months ago. Since that time I have enjoyed uninter- | of the great western valley. : 
ruptedly, good health, possess a sound and robustcon-| «fen who are well calculated for the business, 
stitution, could endum more fatigue and hardships | might come out here and teach school during the 
now in one day than infour when under the influence | week, and then head a Sabbath school, and in this way 
Sate it nko invie tolonbly fair; npe mind cheerful |g forward Saath achoote here, isthe want of ou. 
state it was in, is to. fair; my mind cheerful, | ing forwar schools " 
and enjoying ail the Sboertic happiness that could be | able persons to seated there. : eae 
reasonably expected. _ ‘Sabbath schools are becoming quite po i 
Thus paar reformation. When I consider the| this region. I will give you some account of one 
state in which I was I commenced the work, al-| that I have recently started, a few miles from this 
though not then what te world would calla drinking | place. It became my duty to wapiom a section of this 
man,1 do not think thé Tam drawing too lively and| county for the Bible Society. I visited 52 families, 
extravagant a picture,|n saying, that it was @ mere | and out of these there were 27 in which there was not 
miracle that I was from the all-devouring vor- | an individual that could read. Many of them seemed 
tex that has destroyed ds. Perhaps a free in-| deeply to regret it, and expressed a strong desire to 
dulgence in this vice #r one fortnight, nay, for one| learn. The thought struck me that I would attempt 
more, might ha: rey = a, ee eet the formation of 2 Fiohbest aghaol ameng a Ae 
am satisfied, had i no dingly I with them on 8 an 
been rescued at the tive I was, thet according to the Sabbath before lest, met and addressed them publicly. 
course of human evens, I should ere this have died @| They appeared much interested in the history of Sa 
miserable death, or have been a vagabond upon the| bath Bw and you could see countenances ligh' 
earth, and my family mduced to a state of degradation; | up with joy around the room, as I told them what 
poverty and want...) rich biéssings sig be put isto their han thesags 
, the medium of such an institution among themselves. 
TO WILLIAM BARD; IsQ. PRESIDENT OF THE NEW| Last Sabbath the school was organized, and wore 
YORK LIFE INSURANCE AND TRUST COMPANY. = ee —_ _— 7 me nee dheweone in 
Sir—The Institution over which you preside is an| *#e School. “ne of our teac 
honor to this city, and will doubtless be profitable to| Services as superintendant, and we oye pela 
the stockholders, while it must be advantageous to the the nee — be the cae of ons eee a ae 
: i ; suece ee “In Bond county a number of schools have bee 
ieniie. | vant - sis who h be oe eee "6198 | recently formed. ‘There are now, I believe, nine in 
ane sea aya Me het ublished b order that county. A number of these schools were form- 
mere Y iites ia Parpieele, » &-,| ed and are conducted —— by wymes Bg avd “ 
jally i «1 one| ® Wide field open for usefulness on the pa ° 
ova saga Ae nie on ee men; and would that we could see hundreds of well 
‘or Se Gematertticn and that | Cducated and pious men of this description, peor 
of al friends of this apd Kindred establishments. | Over Si ae ee Porm gee EN 
eclaration : ew- , who delight in good, 
li In the ns bei A ke Riswtid clause a5 res are willing to take up their residence in bg poet A : 
T do hereb declare, that I am not now afflicted with —— t say sage tesgaaa ge ets ban ahd 
1 i i ” man . . 
perigee Bae fie Meh cag ence. r. ap than they would accomplish in a long life in New- 
Now sir I beg toinquke whether the habitual wes fl England! ‘There, enough will be found to fill their 
epirituous liquors, byany individual, isnot to Ever; | places,—here, there are few to go forward in the 
shorten! t 9 ’ 


and one that tends : he Sabbath school teacher 
respectable temperatephysician will answer this ques- [a7 posing g = od important members of 


ting in the-affirmative jack then,ougis notmembers of the community, inasmuch as he is one of the most 


eT eietinence,® aad hry Brg praise efficient instruments in advancing the best interests 


perance habits, in instring at your office. And should 
not the rates and pro te immediately altered, so 
that the tables shall make a wide difference between 
the drinkers of spiritgous liquors, and those that drink 
only cold water? I mos ae | request you to 
is subject before your of Trustees; and I 

that the wise endaccurate sowp1TcH, from whom 
you have borrowed your calculations ofthe risk of lives, 
will also make and adopt a new set a eae tne 
“total abstinence” men, leaving the old tables for 
i iums for drinkers of brandy, punch, 

cs whole famil 


of man. : : 
“In a Sabbath school in this state, there is an old 
lady who has five daughters, two daagiters-in-tew 
six grand-daughters, four sons, two sons-in-law, an 
seven grand-sons, members of the same school with 
herself: and four of her daughters and two of her 
hters-in-law, “7. moune * the eyed Slee 
i lf. Twoo sons, and one 0: 
Seen teachers.” Sabbath School Herald. 


From the Philadelphian. 
ir— t latel uested two rich elders to as- 
akincens ioe die euin 4 e to constitute their pastor a 
life member of the Am. S.S. Union, when a conversation en- 
sued, of which the following is the substance. 

Elder. We can mention it to the Session. : 
Agent. It is not properly the business of the Session, as 
vern, ling through . 
ohuess acne sess eben oes’ ke 1 bya 53 “After a while, it can be done; but our church needs 
of a church, and you may b2 surprised in this -day some repairs, and they should be done first. 
of ora BE reformation, his ; = 

ied with ! grog isa worthy em- 
poguent for fn ? It reminds me of the question, 


» 


. True the church should be repaired, but cannot you do 
ecaguhing for the Valley of eee ? 
E. Why, the Valley is ableto olf. : 
A. Some parts of it are rich, but their riches are not the 


bar was plentifully 


grapes ofthorns, or figs of thistles ?” I 


property of the Am. 8. S. Union; but to them these 
are like gold in the bosom of forcign mountains. 


All that the V: needs is the will. 
S. Schools to operate directly 


Well we wish to establish 
upon the will. 

E. I don’t like them men of the Valley, for they oppress” 
the Indians. : 

A. In this they are not alone: but the i teaches us to 
do good to our ‘enemies. The treatment of the Indians so 
far as it has been wrong, may be attributable to the lack of 
shy 22 spirit which S. Schools ire. 

a ¢ Union is not in pressing need of funds for the 
es! Z 


t. 
A. Subscriptions have been liberal, but as yct, little has 
boot collected, ‘andthe pin are a in ar and the 

in 1 execute this great work, is speedi ing. 
The Union moreover will be encouraged by the prowaptitate 
of the MS gang public. 

E. all you can do, is to t the matter, and I 
presume the n will at some future day be collected. 

A. Cannot it be collected now ? 
PP person well known, would succeed better than a 
A. use a st r, Tam al co-operati 
of the elders of the — — 

. This seems to be a matter between the con ation 
and the minister, and they ey by a they have <nongts of af- 
fection to attend to it without the interference of a stranger. 
A. The intercourse between the parent society and its 
auxiliaries, ia intended to be of the most kindly nature; and 
if L am interfering, I will withdraw. 

E. I do not sa yon interfere, and I would not act contra- 
ry to the will of the congregation, but I would advise you 
just to leave this matter to be executed in our own w 

A. ‘This manner renders my agency inefficient. 
received so many unredeemed ledges, that I value the rey” 
ception of a small, more than the promise of a large sun’, 
but being uainted, I can do but little. : 

Sol retired with thoughts like these :— 
_ 1. I wish all men had the spirit of the Hon. Theodore Fre- 
inghuysen, who is an elder of the Church, a Senator, a 
Sunday School Superintendant, a defender of the rights of 
poeta ass 4 — -: Aad mails, a zealous advo- 
cate o! ate resolution of the S.S. Union wi 
to the Valley of the Mississipns 8.58: Union with respect 
.,2: Congregations and individuals that contribute but 
little to one institution, are apt to act uniformly in reference 
to all. I might have anticipated my success by what I 
heard from other agents who preceded me; and a zealous 
elder who said the ayer amount collected at the monthl 
concerts, did not exceed $2 00. 
3. I found it eagier to obey the command “let patience 
have its perfect work” when laboring among the destitute 
on the frontiers of our country, and among the Indians, than 
= these congregations that have been organized half a cen- 
ury- 

4. Can professors of reli~ion expect a revival when t 
do but little for the cause of Christ? mae? 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


NO TIME TO SLACK. 


Extract ofa letter from Danville, Pa. 
_ It is no time to draw off from the support of Presbyterian- 
ism; there must be no neutrality: we have all the infidels, 
and the pine mar of all other sects against us. They will 
roar loud and ong but the doctrines of our church are, be- 
yond all doubt, the doctrines of the Bible; and they must 
and will prevail. 

Wecommenced the ——e distribution of Tracts in this 
towrton Monday last, (the 5th instant,) on which day the 
male committee and female distributors “having united in 
prayer, started immediately to the work. Some refusals 
were expected, but not one took place. 

The fourth of July was celebrated in a grove in this town 
on the same day, in the old way, by the firing of cannon, 
shouting, the a ae of of a balloon, &c. A person present 
uttered an undes compliment, by saying “the people 
were fairly divided; that there was not one Christian 
there.” Great inducements were held out, to tempt all to 
the grove; and it was said that all were going; but the 
tempted escaped the snare.—Philadelphian. 


E, 
A. 








Theological Seminary of S.-C. and Ga.—Arrange- 
ments are made to provide buildings for the Professors 
and students without expense to the Synod ; a library 
has been commenced and several donations in books 
have been made to it. Three scholarships are en- 
dowed ; and several young men are expected to.com- 
mence their course of Theological study under the pre- 
sent Professor. This institution appears to be rising 
and to be gaining a strong hold on the affections of the 
Uitte Gas ware tebe we she 


From the Christian Mirror. 
THE SABBATH. 


Tam much pag, rent learn that every arrival of the 
Steam Boat, on th morning, brings some of the 
professed disciples of Christ. I would not c 

them with knowingly profaning the Sabbath, for 
I believe it is done without reflection. They think 
they can arrive in season to attend meeting. So may 
he who takes his seat in the Mail Stage, sometimes. 
Those who do not profess to keep holy time, smile at 
this—what they term inconsistency of Christians— 
and say—such and such an one who petitioned to have 
the Mail stopped on the Sabbath—came home in the 
Steam Boat on Sabbath morning. If this is wrong— 
something ought to be done to set them right. They 
ought to know that the feelings of some of their breth- 
ren, who believe this F ge i to be a violation of the 
Sabbath, are frequently wounded, and they t to 
know too, that they are thus strengthening the hands 
of those who love not the Sabbath—nor the moral re- 
straints which the keeping of it exerts on the commu- 
nity. 


ABJURATION OF CATHOLICISM. | 
Under date of Berlin May 20th, we find it stated 
t an “ ot et personage has left the Catholic 
Church to embrace the Evangelical religion.” The 
“« Nuremberg Correspondent” in remarking on-this, 
says ;—as it is inconsistent with the spirit of the Evan- 
gelical. Church to exhibit its proselytes as trophies, 
this intelligence will not be officially published.” 
The illustrious ra thus alluded to, as having 
embraced the Protestant faith, is, we understand, the 
Princess Elizabeth, of Bavaria, nowPrincess Royal of 
Prussia. Her abjuration of her former faith, is stated 
in the Globe to have taken place on Ascension day, iri 
the Chapel of the King’s palace. Chr. Res. 


From the New England Herald. 
FAMILY ~ LIKENESS. 


There is somethi:g which may be called a Family 
Likeness in the different denominations of professed 
Christians. The Methodists, Episcopalians, resbyte- 
rians, Calvinistic Congregationalists,and the Baptists, 
as to the outlines of their respective creeds have a 
general resemblance—may be reckoned in one general 
class. There is also a remarkable affinity or agree... 
ment between the Socinians who call themselves 
Unitarians and the Universalists. The Socinian 
c are better educated and their people more re- 

; sothat Socinianism is more popular and gen- 
teel: but while this scheme prevails among the higher 
orders in society, Universalism may take those below, 
and both be considered of the same general class. 


DEARTH OF THE BIBLE 


Upon an examination made in Rowen co. N. C. for 
the purpose of supplying those destitute of the Holy 
Scriptures with a copy of the Bible, the number of 
families a destitute, was two hundred and forty ; 
in fifty one of which, no member could read. ib. 


INFIDEL TESTIMONY. 

At the trial of the Knapps now going on in Salem, 
Mass. for the murder of Mr. White, John C. Palmer 
was placed upon the stand; he was objected to 
by Mr. Gardiner on account of infidelity, but his an.‘ 
swers to the questions of the court were satisfactory: 
and he was sworn. 


THE SABBATH. 
Seven thousand bakers in the city of Londén have 


sence Parliament for an act that may reieve them 
the: necessity of baking on the Sabbath. The 
subject has been warmly debated in Parliament —We ~ 
hope the London Bakers and United States Post-mas. 
ters may at length be permitted to enjoy a rest on the 
Lord’s dav. 








Tin ave ~ 


